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����� Now that weather is beginning to cool down we have started to fill in the bare 
spots throughout the City with new plant material. Locations such as Broadstone 
along both sides of Oak Avenue Parkway, Willow Springs along Iron Point, and 
Los Cerros at East Bidwell have already been planted this month. More planting is 
being scheduled for Natoma Station medians, Steeplechase, and ARCN. 
      Broadstone Unit 3 walking path is near completion, crews will be applying the 
stabilizer to the decomposed granite walking trail soon and finishing up on the 
clock installation this week. This will be a steep but great path for many community 
members. 
     The Central Irrigation computer was set up and we are communicating to many 
clocks in Broadstone Unit 3, Broadstone, and even the 3 clocks on Fort Rock Ct. in 
American River Canyon North. There are some controllers that will need to be 
repaired and revamped in order to communicate to, but overall we are under way 
with the first Phase of the project. Phase 1 establishes communication through our 
repeater and ET module programming, setting electrical current limit’s portion and 
loop testing. Phase 2 will be system evaluation throughout the City and setting 
clocks to their flow sensing capabilities, this will be a long process that will take us  
into next year. 
 Other things going on throughout the City: 

1. La Collina dal Lago and Briggs Ranch Road Re-alignment, mostly complete 
            still working with Kiewit on landscaping issues. 

2. Utility Encroachment work to start on Clarksville Rd (Elect. Conduit), Iron 
Point Median (Drainage), and Willow Creek South (Sewer Improvements). 

3. Streetlight and Landscape lighting repairs in BS, BSU3, and ARC waterfall. 
4. Water meter separation on Scholar Wy with ERCA. 
5. Plant disease and pest monitoring throughout the landscape areas, current 

issues include borer damage, vole damage, and bacterial blight issues. 
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     Is your turf grass out of control? Are you loosing the grandkids in the 
Fescue Jungle? Are their more weeds and bare spots than blades of grass? 
Well Good news.... October is a great time of year to renovate turf!   

     The first step is to determine the amount of work that needs to be done. If 
the turf is in “ok” shape you may just get away with a basic renovation. Lawns 
with severe problems require a complete renovation. It is probably more 
practical to destroy your existing lawn and start from scratch rather than to try 
to salvage an already deteriorating lawn. Many lawns deteriorate from poor 
maintenance, inadequate drainage, heavy traffic, pest problems, weed 
invasions, or simply because the wrong grass species was planted. 

Here are some key steps from the UCD website to get you started:  

1. Mow the lawn at a very low setting, so that the blade is cutting just above 
the soil line. Closely mow the turf area and remove clippings with a rake. 
Mowing closely helps to create a loosened surface for seeding or stolonizing. 

2. Where thatch buildup is a problem, the soil must be dethatched with a 
dethatcher or verticutter, which is a mower with vertical blades. Dethatchers 
can be rented from equipment companies. The dethatcher cuts through the 
thatch layer leaving the thatch debris on top of the lawn and leaves grooves in 
the soil so that new seed can be planted.  

3. After dethatching, rake up the debris and then aerate the soil. An aerator 
pulls cores of soil from the surface, loosening it and allowing moisture and 
oxygen to penetrate. 

4. Spread seed at the correct rate for your species throughout the lawn with a 
drop, broadcast, or handheld spreader. On bare areas, broadcast the seed two 
or three times the normal rate. Cover the seed to a depth of 1/16 to 1/8 inch by 
raking it in and lightly rolling or firming the soil. For summer turf 
establishment, a thin layer of mulch (no more than 1/4 inch thick) can be 
spread over the seeds with a peat spreader to protect the seeds and keep the 
soil moist.  

5. Starter fertilizer should be applied at planting time.  

6. Schedule frequent, light irrigations to keep the soil moist, but not soaked, 
until the grass is well established. 
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1. Fall planting begins. 
2. Central Irrigation Computer Online. 
3. Fertilization of the turf almost complete. 
4. Fertilization of shrubs started with 15-15-15. 
5. Landscape Contract Specifications under review. 
6. Water grant awaiting contract from DWR. 
7. Broadleaf Weed control on Turf started. 
8. Tree Work in Broadstone underway. 
9. Tree and shrub clean up in Blue Ravine Shores. 
10.  Irrigation meters audit, mapping, & review continues. 
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