Book Club suggestions for Jan – June 2013
The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery
Fiction
325 p. 2008
The lives of fifty-four-year-old concierge Rene Michel and extremely bright, suicidal twelveyear-old Paloma Josse are transformed by the arrival of a new tenant, Kakuro Ozu.
Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak
Literature/Classics
675 p.
First published in Italy in 1957 amid international controversy, Doctor Zhivago is the story of
the life and loves of a poet/physician during the turmoil of the Russian Revolution.
Stitches: A Memoir by David Small
Graphic novel
329 p. 2009
The author recounts in graphic novel format his troubled childhood with a radiologist father
who subjected him to repeated x-rays and a withholding and tormented mother, an
environment he fled at the age of sixteen in the hopes of becoming an artist.
The Last Aloha by Gaellen Quinn
Fiction / Historical
375 p. 2009
How did Hawaii become part of America? This story, inspired by true events suppressed for
nearly 100 years, is the one James Michener never wrote. In 1886, Laura Jennings travels to
Hawaii to live with missionary relatives.
Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka
Asian American Novel
129 p. 2011
Presents the stories of six Japanese mail-order brides whose new lives in early twentiethcentury San Francisco are marked by backbreaking migrant work, cultural struggles, children
who reject their heritage, and the prospect of wartime internment.
Finding Nouf by Zoe Ferraris
Fiction / Mystery & Detective
305 p. 2008
Stumbling upon the drowned body of Nouf, the teenage daughter of a prominent, wealthy
Saudi Arabian family, Nayir, a desert guide hired by her family to search for her, feels
compelled to discover what really happened to her.
Blindness by Jose Saramago
Fiction / Literary
327 p. 1999
A city is hit by an epidemic of "white blindness" whose victims are confined to a vacant mental
hospital, while a single eyewitness to the nightmare guides seven oddly assorted strangers
through the barren urban landscape

Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton
Fiction / Classics
274 p.
This edition presents Wharton's two most controversial stories, which she considered
inseparable, in one volume for the first time. Set in frigid New England, both deal with sexual
awakening and appetite and their devastating consequences.
Gillespie and I by Jane Harris
English Historical Fiction
504 p. 2011
Taking readers back in time to 1888 Glasgow during the world-famous International Exhibition,
elderly Harriet Baxter reminisces about her friendship with Ned Gillespie, a talented artist who
took his own life at the age of 36, never having achieved the fame and recognition she
believes he deserved.
People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks
Fiction / Literary
372 p. 2008
Offered a coveted job to analyze and conserve a priceless Sarajevo Haggadah, Australian rarebook expert Hanna Heath discovers a series of tiny artifacts in the volume's ancient binding
that reveal its historically significant origins.
A Thread of Grace by Mary Doria Russell
American Contemporary Fiction
430 p. 2005
Claudette Blum and her father flee across the Alps into Italy with other Jews seeking refuge,
only to find an open battle ground among the Nazis, Allied forces, resistance fighters, and
ordinary Italians struggling to survive.
The Last Season by Eric Blehm
Nonfiction Nature/Ecology
335 p., 2007
Traces the life and disappearance of one of the National Park Service's most esteemed
rangers, in an account that covers his fierce devotion to wilderness protection, the toll taken
on his psyche by twenty-eight summers of isolation and personal setbacks, and the questions
surrounding his death.
The Lotus Eaters by Tatjana Soli
Fiction / Women war correspondents
389 p. 2010
Helen Adams, an American combat photographer during the Vietnam War, captures the
wrenching chaos of battle on film and finds herself torn between the love of two men, one an
American war correspondent and the other his Vietnamese underling.
The Paris Wife by Paula McLain
American historical fiction
2011
A deeply evocative story of ambition and betrayal, The Paris Wife captures the love affair
between two unforgettable people: Ernest Hemingway and his wife Hadley.

Juliet by Anne Fortier
American contemporary fiction
461 p. 2011
After she visits Italy per the instructions of her late aunt's will, Juliet Jacobs is thrust into a
centuries-old feud, uncovering the story of her ancestor, Giulietta, whose love for a man
named Romeo proved ill-fated.
The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the Great American Dust Bowl
by Timothy Egan
History/American
340 p. 2006
Presents an oral history of the dust storms that devastated the Great Plains during the
Depression, following several families and their communities in their struggle to persevere
despite the devastation.
Unfamiliar Fishes by Sarah Vowell (NF)
Hawaii – Local History; Imperialsim
238 p. 2011
An irreverent analysis of late-nineteenth-century imperialism in the United States focuses on
the annexation of Hawaii as a defining historical milestone, covering such contributing factors
as the missionary overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy and the activities of whaling fleets.
Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy (Classic)
Fiction / Classics / Russian Novel
963 p.
Leo Tolstoy’s classic story of doomed love is one of the most admired novels in world
literature. Generations of readers have been enthralled by his magnificent heroine, the
unhappily married Anna Karenina, and her tragic affair with dashing Count Vronsky.
The Hangman’s Daughter by Oliver Potzsch
Fiction / Historical
435 p. 2011
After a local midwife is accused of being a witch and murdering an orphan in the 17th century,
Bavarian Hangman Jakob Kuisl and his daughter, Magdalena, believe that midwife is innocent
and seek out the true killer, despite Jakob being charged with torturing a confession out of the
accused woman.
Faith: A Novel (P.S.) by Jennifer Haigh
American Contemporary Fiction
318 p. 2011
When her brother Art, a Catholic priest of a large suburban parish, finds himself at the center
of a scandal, Sheila McGann, who has been estranged from her family for years, returns to
Boston, ready to fight for him and his reputation.
Midnight’s Children by Salman Rushdie
FICTION / Literary
533 p.
The life of a man born at the moment of India's independence becomes inextricably linked to
that of his nation and is a whirlwind of disasters and triumphs that mirror modern India's
course. Booker Prize-winning novel.

Ruins by Achy Obejas
FICTION / Family Life
205 p. 2008
In 1994 Cuba, U.S. Navy begins to question his loyalty to the Cuban government as his family
falls apart amidst rising poverty and he learns a family secret behind his one prize: a Tiffany
lamp given to him by his mother.
Three Strong Women by Marie Ndiaye translated by John Fletcher (street date 5/7/13)
FICTION / Contemporary Women
288 p. 2012
A U.S. release of a Prix Goncourt-winning novel follows the intertwined stories of three
women who discover the power of saying no, including a French-born lawyer who must save a
victim of her tyrannical father, a Dakar teacher whose happiness is thwarted by a depressed
boyfriend and a penniless widow who travels to France to escape homelessness.
The Samurai’s Garden by Gail Tsuksyama
FICTION / Historical
211 p. 1995
In 1938, on the eve of World War II, a young Chinese man suffering from tuberculosis travels
to his family's summer home in Japan, where his encounters with four local residents prove to
be memorable.
Bridge at San Luis Rey by Thornton Wilder
FICTION / Classics
138 p.
When a rope bridge near Lima, Peru breaks in 1714, a Franciscan who witnesses the accident
feels compelled to learn about the lives of the five people who were killed.
After This by Alice McDermott
FICTION / General
277 p. 2007
A portrait of an American family during the middle decades of the twentieth century evokes
the social, spiritual, and political turmoil of the era as seen through the experiences of a
middle-class couple and their children.
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro
FICTION / Literary
288 p. 2005
A reunion with two childhood friends draws Kathy and her companions on a nostalgic odyssey
into their lives at Hailsham, an isolated private school in the English countryside, and a
confrontation with the truth about their childhoods.
Damage by Josephine Hart (out of print)
FICTION / Suspense
The narrator's erotic obsession with a woman who wields a dominant sexual and psychological
power over him draws him into a headlong plunge toward tragedy for his family and his own
self-destruction.

The Music Lesson by Katherine Weber
FICTION / Psychological
182 p. 2010
Grieving over the loss of her daughter, Irish-American art historian Patricia Dolan struggles to
cope with a passionate love affair with her dangerous and charming Irish cousin Michael
O'Driscoll, a stolen Vermeer painting, and a violent splinter group of the IRA
Housekeeping by Marilyn Robinson
FICTION / Family Life
219 p. 2004
Growing up with her younger sister, Lucille, under the care of their grandmother, two greataunts, and eccentric aunt, Ruth, a young girl struggling to overcome haunting family memories
in a town that will not let her forget, gradually grows close to Sylvie, the sister of her dead
mother.
End of the Affair by Grahame Greene
FICTION / Literary
160 p. 1951
An adulterous love affair turns into a relationship filled with hate and jealousy.

A Guide to the Birds of East Africa by Nicholas Drayson
FICTION / Romance
201 p. 2009
Working up the nerve to invite Rose Mbikwa, the woman he has secretly loved for three years,
to the Nairobi Hunt Club Ball, Mr. Malik, a reserved widower, is confronted by the return of his
school nemesis, the flashy Harry Kahn, who also sets his sights on Rose, and embarks on a
bird-identification competition for the prize of Rose's company at the ball.
Eliza’s Kitchen by Marc Fitten
FICTION / Humorous
216 p. 2011
Divorcée and restaurateur Elza falls into a rut, having become irritated serving the same dishes
and customers, and devises a challenge for herself that entails wooing an internationally
renowned food critic to her humble restaurant.
The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh
FICTION / Literary
334 p. 2011
Discovering the symbolic meanings of flowers while languishing in the foster-care system,
eighteen-year-old Victoria is hired by a florist when her talent for helping others is discovered,
a situation that leads her to confront a painful secret from her past.
The Greater Journey: Americans in Paris by David McCullough
Nonfiction History/American
558 p. 2011
Relates the story of the American artists, writers, and doctors who traveled to Paris in the
nineteenth century, fell in love with the city and its people, and changed America through
what they learned there.

The Dovekeepers by Alice Hoffman
FICTION / Historical; Jewish
505 p. 2011
A tale inspired by the massacre of hundreds of Jewish people at Masada presents the stories
of a hated daughter, a baker's wife, a girl disguised as a warrior, and a medicine woman who
keep doves and secrets while Roman soldiers draw near.
The Tender Bar: A Memoir by J.R. Moehringer
BIOGRAPHY
416 p. 2006
A vivid memoir of growing up and coming of age with a single mother describes how the
author received valuable life lessons and friendship at the neighborhood bar, an old-time New
York saloon populated by a colorful assortment of characters who provided him with a kind of
fatherhood by committee.
Escape from Camp 14: One Man's Remarkable Odyssey from North Korea to Freedom in the
West (published 2013/03/26)
Nonfiction HISTORY / Asia / Korea; BIOGRAPHY
224 p. 2012
A dramatic account by one of the few survivors born in North Korea's infamous political prison
camps describes the brutal conditions that have forced prisoners to turn on one another, his
witness to his family's executions and his harrowing escape.
The Devil’s Highway: A True Story by Luis Alberto Urrea
Nonfiction EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION
239 p. 2004
Describes the attempt of twenty-six men to cross the Mexican border into the desert of
southern Arizona, a region known as the Devil's Highway, detailing their harrowing ordeal and
battle for survival against impossible odds. Folsom Lake College spring 2013 pick.
The Sandcastle Girls: A Novel by Chris Bohjalian
FICTION / Contemporary Women
320 p. 2012
Presents the parallel stories of a young woman who falls in love with an Armenian soldier
while aiding victims of the Armenian genocide in the early twentieth century, and a young
woman who researches her Armenian heritage and discovers a terrible family secret.
Anything by Hemingway

