City of Folsom

Utility Commission
Action Minutes
Meeting
October 15, 2013, 6:30 pm
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Ryan called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Present:
Absent:

Commissioners:
Commissioners:

Ryan, Davis, Salmon, Kozlowski
Gaylord, Miklos

Staff Present:
Marcus Yasutake, Environmental and Water Resources Director; Michelle Parks,
Administrative Assistant
1.

MINUTES
Davis motioned to approve the minutes of August 20, 2013 Regular Meeting, and Kozlowski
seconded the motion:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

2.

Ryan, Davis, Salmon, Kozlowski
None
None
Gaylord, Miklos

BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR
None

3.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT
a.

Water Treatment Plant Tour/Meeting Schedule

Director Yasutake addressed the Commission, beginning with a request from the last Utility
Commission meeting to tour the City’s Water Treatment Plant, requesting information from the
Commission in regards to scheduling the tour. There is an inspection from the California
Department of Public Health scheduled there on the 6th & 7th of November. After a brief
discussion, it was decided that the commissioners would be contacted via e-mail by the
Administrative Assistant with possible dates and consideration of a Special Meeting in
December.
b.

Senior Engineer Interviews

Mr. Yasutake went on to inform the Commission that the previous week interviews for two
Senior Engineer positions in the department were conducted. Marcus provided a brief
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background regarding the vacant positions, stating that this time last year, Ken Payne was getting
close to his retirement and Kyle Ericson had already left the City. In December, when Ken did
retire, that left two vacancies that had not been filled. One was the Director’s position, which Mr.
Yasutake received, and that left his previous position as an engineer open, which is one of the
positions being filled. The other position is Kyle’s position, which was a Section Manager,
which is the same position as Todd Eising; that was reduced to a Senior Engineer position. He
went on to say that those results would hopefully be back the next day or Thursday from Human
Resources and an invitation will be sent to the candidates for a second interview, which they call
a “Fit and Finish” interview. Candidates selected will be awarded the positions. This will help us
out tremendously, as there are currently only two engineers working on our Capital Improvement
Plan and there are probably ten or twelve projects on the list. The results should be known by the
next meeting, which will be David Miller’s. These positions are already accounted for in the
budget; one is at the same level and the other position title was actually lowered.

4.

NEW BUSINESS
a.

Ashland Water Served from San Juan Water District

Mr. Yasutake stated that he wanted to follow up on one of the items that had come up a couple of
meetings ago regarding our Ashland Water service area and San Juan Water District. He
informed the Commission that he wanted to follow up with a small presentation consisting of
only a handful of slides. While at the meeting with David Miller, he got an e-mail from the
Administrative Assistant, asking about some of the Aerojet groundwater extraction and
treatment. Mr. Yasutake declared that he is not an Aerojet expert nor does he claim to be, but
that there would be some slides in the presentation regarding Aerojet and groundwater extraction
and treatment. It is information that had been pulled together from documents the Environmental
and Water Resources Department has received or that had been presented to other agencies.
Mr. Yasutake started the presentation, opening with a map of the City and the City’s water
service area is identified in green dotted lines; it does encompass the Folsom Plan Area. Prior to
the annexation, the line came up to Hwy 50, down to Prairie City Road. Since the annexation, the
Folsom Plan Area (FPA) is now in the City’s water service area. The map also showed the
Glenborough/Easton Place projects and the Aerojet sites, including the industrial and their office
buildings, along with the development that is being led by Easton Place LLC. The shaded green
is what is known as the City’s East Area. There is 7,000 AF of CVP or Fazio water that is the
only area the water can be used, per contract. That is a sub-contract is through Sac County Water
Agency and they have the prime contract with Reclamation. Mr. Yasutake directed the
Commission’s attention to the middle area in yellow called Folsom West or some cases people
might refer to it as “Folsom Proper”, along with the shaded pink area that is the Ashland area.
This water is actually treated by San Juan Water District (SJWD), pumped through their facilities
and delivered, retail, by the City of Folsom. SJWD is a wholesale provider to the City for retail
purposes. The American River Canyon area, still within the City limits, is served directly by
SJWD. That is the SJWD retail service area. They also deliver wholesale to Citrus Heights, Fair
Oaks Water district and Roseville in some instances. Water from Folsom Reservoir, there is a
similar intake that the City has; there are 2 pipes that go to Roseville and San Juan; two go
directly to SJWD treatment plant. There is another pipe system that goes to the City of Roseville.
Water is physically treated by San Juan and delivered as a wholesale to the City. The City is a
retail provider for the Ashland customers. In 2006, there was a requirement to fully meter the
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Ashland water service area and until January 1st of this year, they were paying a commodity rate
for their water, residential and non-residential. Now, the commodity rates are applied across the
board to the entire city. We operate and maintain the water distribution system there. Probably
about a year ago, there was a big break on Folsom-Auburn Road on an 18-inch pipeline. The
City was responsible for repairing and replacing that, which was done.
Commissioner Salmon inquired as to the reason for the break and Mr. Yasutake explained that it
looked as though it was a mortar-lined steel pipe and a chip in the mortar or something allowed
the water to corrode the internal steel pipe. Over time it created a hole or maybe there was a burst
in pressure in the pipe that caused it to rupture. He went on to say that Councilmember Howell is
a corrosion engineer by practice and she came out and inspected the pipe at no cost to the City,
as she was interested in what it looked like when it was ruptured and what kind of protection was
going in when the new piece was placed.
Commissioner Salmon asked if there would be any reason to expect more breaks and Mr.
Yasutake replied that it is a possibility. One of the items that came up at that time was whether or
not we should send in a piece of camera equipment to take a look at that pipe. Unfortunately, the
only camera system that we have has been used by the Sewer department and they advised to not
to put the camera in. Different ways to go internally in the pipe without shutting the system off,
such as going through a hydrant or by using sonic detection equipment have been discussed and
may be worth investigating. Prior to some other connections on the north side of the river, an 18inch pipe was needed, but we may be able to slip line with a 12-inch pipe or something. It has
been discussed and it might be a good opportunity to have someone come out and show us their
technology as a trial on a certain portion of pipe. One thing that we have talked about pursuing is
we did a system optimization review program for 2 years which included leak and loss detection
survey for the City, not including the portion of the system that is handled by San Juan Water
District. There are some opportunities in next fiscal year’s budget to pursue some of these
programs to look at the entire system, not just south of the river for the same leak and loss
detection.
Director Yasutake directed the attention of the commission to a table from San Juan Water
District’s Urban Water Management Plan, which identifies some of their water rights; they have
some Pre-1914 Water Rights, Central Valley Project Water and then the Central Valley Project
Fazio Water, which is what the City also has under the same public law agreement. They also
have contract rights with Placer County Water Agency. The thing to note for the PCWA water is
that water must first be used within Placer County and if there is no need for use in Placer
County, the water may then be used by San Juan Water in Sacramento County.
A brief discussion followed regarding the different water rights for San Juan Water District with
Commissioner Davis inquiring as to whether their Fazio water had geographical limitations
imposed on them and Mr. Yasutake advising that they do not.

b.

Aerojet groundwater extraction and treatment (GET)

Director Yasutake advised the Commission that he had assembled some information of the
contamination and various plumes that are currently being identified. He stated he did not create
the graphs himself, but gathered them from other agencies involved with Aerojet. There are no
specifics on each location but if you search Aerojet and GET water, there are various reports
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from EPA, Regional Water Quality Control Board and Aerojet, now known as Rocketdyne and
they have specific information on these sites, called GET sites. Some background – they had to
adopt the waste discharge requirements for the contaminated groundwater through the EPA, they
are allowed to treat and discharge the contaminated groundwater to a surface water but have very
strict requirements that are handled through the regional water quality control board on the
conditions they test for, what kind of test it is, the frequency of testing and levels of
contamination they have to meet before they can discharge. They discharge into the creeks in the
American River – downstream of our point at Folsom Reservoir, but nonetheless in the
American River, for those who are concerned. There are also others who are concerned about the
groundwater source because as it expands, it begins to contaminate their source of well water
then Aerojet will go and drill another well for such agency and they will be able to reconnect to
their system; it’s not an inexpensive solution for Aerojet/Rocketdyne by any means. They began
pumping in 1982. Today there are 14 of these well facilities that are in production and range
from 1 million gallons a day up to 11.5 to 12 million gallons per day, depending upon which site
you are at and what there pumping capacity is. If you add it all up, it’s about 49 million gallons a
day if they are working at their peak capacity. Just to give you a number that’s the rated capacity
of the City’s water treatment plant. If you put them all together, that would be what our treatment
plant is capable of handling. So it gives you an idea about the type of area that is served.
There are two facilities – they call them “GET A” and “GET B”. Aerojet would have the
opportunity to use that water for their non-potable industrial testing purposes and that would
relieve the city of providing the raw water through the willow hill pipeline to Willow Hill and
use that as a source for their non-potable water & frees up 2,700 – 3,300 acre feet of water that is
now being sent to Aerojet. These are some of the requirements that Aerojet is providing. They
had to review their remedial investigations for the entire site; wherever in those plumes that they
find further contamination, some of those sites are getting bigger because the plume is moving,
whether east or west, south or north, those are areas that Aerojet is required to test and monitor
and fix, if a well goes out of commission. They are monitoring the wells and the American River,
so they are monitoring various locations at various times during the day and the month. They
need to meet the standards of the GET systems, so the required removal of whatever
contaminates are present, each location is different, not all of them have the same requirements
of testing because some don’t show certain constituents and some do, depending upon where you
are, what they had dumped, stored or placed in that certain area. Each location is its own project,
so to say but has their own requirements they have to meet. If there is a well that goes out for
contaminated purposes, then Aerojet is responsible for drilling or finding another site for that
agency. Unfortunately for them, it’s quite an expensive situation; unfortunately for some of the
purveyors, it can be an inconvenience because that location could be in a nice spot, but you just
don’t know where the new location will be. So that’s a little background there. If you have any
questions, I’ll be happy to try to answer them. I don’t know their day to day specifics, but rather
an overview.
Commissioner Salmon inquired as to how long the project expected to continue and Mr.
Yasutake replied that he believes they are probably within 6 months of being able to use that
facility for their non-industrial purposes and getting clearance for those.
Commissioner Davis asked Mr. Yasutake what is the amount of raw water the city delivers to
Aerojet and Mr. Yasutake stated that 2,700 AF (acre feet) is the average; the City has delivered
up to 3,500 AF. The agreement has an average of 2,731 AF; that‘s the number that we supply,
per contract.
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5.

OLD BUSINESS
a.

Utility reports

Yasutake stated that he would speak for the Public Works Department on just one item; anyone
who has driven by the area of Blue Ravine Road and Folsom Blvd. has seen the construction
going on there. They recently finishing the striping work on Folsom Blvd. They are pretty close
to be at completion. We didn’t have any projects except abandoning a fire hydrant on Blue
Ravine and worked closely with the fire department. They are for the most part wrapped up with
their big pavement work for the year.
Yasutake went on to say that as far as Environmental and Water Resources Department’s
projects, they are still in the design phase. One that’s almost ready to bid is some work on Blue
Ravine just west of East Bidwell, right between the Save Mart center. There are two laterals, one
from that Med7 urgent center facility and one from the Save Mart center that have some sags and
need to be lifted. On that same project, on Orchard Drive the lateral that comes from the Raley’s
shopping center is also sitting low so we are fixing that at the same time. We put in a new sewer
line about 2-1/2 years ago and we connect into that. Right now, it goes out (40:56) into Riley
street and turns south. So we’re going to take it out of riley& tie into the new line on Orchard
Drive.
Commissioner Ryan inquired as to when would the project be ready to dig and Yasutake replied
it would be sometime around March or April, but that is only an estimate.
Yasutake continued his presentation, stating there is a project that is currently in the 90% design
which is the Oak Avenue Pump Station upgrades project; the specifications some of the work
constrains in that area are being finalized as are some of the electrical SCADA improvements at
that site. Those are probably the final touches on that project and that will bid probably a little
after the E. Bidwell/Blue Ravine project. The odor control project program out by Rowberry and
Iron Point is continuing. The City has received odor complaints throughout the year so we’re
going to do pilot studies before we undertake a large construction project that would re-route all
the flows. Any other projects are still in the design phase or pre-design report phase.
Commissioner Ryan asked if the first of the year would be a good time to check back in with the
status of the projects and Yasutake agreed, saying a follow up in either January or February
would be feasible. He went on to state that spring and next summer, based on the plans that have
been submitted thus far, are going to be extremely busy for the department. We are still
continuing to work with the Folsom Plan Area landowners on some of their phasing for some of
the projects they will need initially to serve up to 2 million gallons a day, which is 2200-2500
homes. We are working with them in the sense that we can’t proceed until we know where they
are going to put the first homes because it changes where we put the infrastructure so we had a
meeting last week with the landowners and their engineering firm to go over some of the
specifics and the details with some of the questions the city needs answered before we bring a
contract to city council. He stated his understanding from what has been in the newspapers and
what he has been told, the date in mind to break ground will be sometime in 2015.
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b.

City of Folsom validation

Yasutake stated that City Attorney Cline received a letter or e-mail last week, stating that the
paperwork is in the pile with the judge. It’s no longer in limbo or waiting to be processed; it is
actually processed and filed with the judge. Now, I don’t know how big that pile is but it’s ready
for the judge to look at and make a decision.
Commissioner Ryan requested Mr. Yasutake to briefly explain what the City of Folsom
validation is.
Yasutake replied that initially, a water source from the Natomas Water Company had been
identified that they would get from the Sacramento River, pumped up through the regional there
would be a turnout for the pipeline that would take the water from the turnout to the FPA. That
was one of the options for the plan area to receive their raw water. Another option that was
identified in the EIR/EIS was conserve water from the existing water rights the city has. That
was identified through our system optimization review grant that we received. Knowing that
meters were going in and some of the new building codes that require fixture and water
efficiency landscape maintenance which you would be required from landscape irrigation, not
only for homes but for parks and commercial spaces, all those identify the savings that would
exceed what is required to serve the FPA. So what the city did was basically sued itself, if I can
use the right terms, saying that we are meeting the intent of the water code, that we are not taking
water from north of 50 to use south of 50 because the water code and the Water Conservation bill
of 2009 – the 20% by 2020 basically states that the city can use that conserved water only to
serve it back to those who conserved it. So we have to find another beneficial use for that water
which is the FPA. Basically what we’re saying is we did all that; please issue a judgment
validating it. That’s what we’re waiting on. As far as the timing, it’s now with the judge, so
maybe a little more definite as far as closer to the end than we were when it was still just in the
system. It could be a couple of weeks, it could be 6-8 weeks, but it’s a lot closer to where we
were when it was just out there, floating in the system, waiting to be filed with the judge.
c.

Reclamation 2014 Water Year meeting update

Yasutake advised the Committee that at the last meeting he attended in August, several meetings
were scheduled with Reclamation; there was a follow up meeting for the 2013 water year, which
ended at the end of September. Reclamation was identifying where they would be as far as
storage was concerned in all their facilities so the requirements they had to meet and some of the
options they had going into 2014 if they had a dry water year. We did that in the September
meeting as scheduled where they identified 21 different practices they were considering, as far as
developing a little less water outflow or increasing storage in certain cases, depending on what
they were allowed to do. They are releasing colder water which is at the lower levels of the lake.
If they have to meet a certain target, they have to release more to meet that target, obviously that
changes the storage. They are projecting to be higher in storage than in June. The October
meeting we were supposed to have on the 8th was cancelled, due to the Federal shutdowns. That
is when they were supposed to update us on what they were projecting for 2014 and the 21 items
that they implemented. So he didn’t have anything further from September and October. They
said they would reschedule there is no set date as of yet.

Action Minutes
10-15-13 UC Meeting

Ryan requested he would like to look into how the first year of water meters has gone after the
first of the year and stated it would be nice to take a look back over what happened this first year
and what are some of the things you’ve learned from this experience and what has come to your
attention as a result of the meters and the wireless network.
Yasutake replied in the affirmative and said it could be slated for March, which would allow
time to pull the data together and present the correct information.
d.

Water use update

Through September we were lower than we were last year at this time; about 800 – 1000 acre
feet and we project, based on historical use, to be a little lower than we were last year. There are
days in December that will stay warm on some of the weekends.
Director Yasutake stated he would be working with the Administrative Assistant to secure a date
for the Water Treatment Plant tour. Ms. Parks advised she would send out an e-mail the
following morning with some tentative dates to choose from.
6.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Submitted,

Michelle Parks, Administrative Assistant
Attachments: Agenda, Draft Minutes, Power Point Presentation Handout
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