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Common Questions

Is it illegal to be homeless? 
ÅHomelessness is not illegal.

ÅThe city provides public services to all citizens without regard to a 

personɅs status or situation.

ÅCertain conduct and activities are illegal regardless of who is 

involved.
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Common Questions

How have laws recently changed? 

ÅA 2018 federal court decision (Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals) 

ruled that local governments may not enforce local ordinances 

prohibiting camping on public property, as well as related activities 

that are Ɉuniversal and unavoidable consequences of being human,ɉ 

such as sitting, lying, or sleeping, if the local jurisdiction does not 

have sufficient number of indoor shelters to accommodate all of the 

homeless people in that jurisdiction. 
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Common Questions

How is the city responding to new laws?
ÅThe Ninth Circuit decision significantly limits the ability of cities, 

including Folsom, and counties to enforce their anti -camping 
ordinances. 
ÅThe Folsom Police Department and the cityɅs Code Enforcement 

Officers continue to exercise full enforcement authority with respect to 
illegal activities not constrained by the courtɅs decision (e.g., 
obstruction of public rights -of -way, aggressive panhandling, etc.) while 
at the same time assisting the public to address the homeless issue 
with great care and sensitivity.



Safety

Serve with Purpose

 Relentlessly Pursue 
Criminal Behavior

Proactively Foster 
Positive 

Relationships
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Response to Homelessness

ÅSacramento County Senior Mental Health Clinician

ÅPartner Coordination
ÅAssistance with finding housing.

ÅHelp applying for public assistance and other social services.

ÅAssistance with obtaining identification.

ÅTransportation to and from social service appointments.

ÅAdvocacy and support.

We recognize the fact that being homeless is not a crime. We believe 
that each and every person experiencing homelessness is deserving 
of dignity and respect. Some individuals suffer from drug/alcohol 
addiction and mental health illness.
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ωAdvise of severe weather events.

ωProvide information regarding shelters and 
services.

ωProvide contact information for our 
partners.

ωOffer advocacy and support.

ωHelp arrange transportation to the location 
of family members who have offered 
assistance.

We

Offer

Assistance

Response to Homelessness
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ωNot everyone is physically 
arrested.

ωMisdemeanor crimes.

ωRealignment.

ωMedical. 

When a 
Crime is 

Committed

Response to Homelessness
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ÅBalance rules and empathy ς ensuring safety for all.
ÅPoint in Time (PIT) Counts. (Sacramento Steps Forward).
Å9,278 homeless individuals in Sacramento County (2022).
Å2,614 ς sheltered, 6,664 ς unsheltered.
Å67% increase from 2019 numbers.

ÅFolsom Point in Time Count = 20.
ÅOur Estimate = 50-75.

ÅSome subjects experiencing homelessness state they come to Folsom because 
it is safe here, and we allow them to charge their electronic devices.
ÅEncampments have brought hazards.

(warming fires, waste entering waterways, trash)

Response to Homelessness
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Recent Crime Statistics

ÅThere were 30,228 calls for service from 1/1/23 ς 9/15/23.
Å2,101 calls for service related to homelessness:
Å31% Trespass
Å16% Disturbance
Å13% Location Check
Å12% Welfare Check
Å6% Suspicious Circumstance

Average time spent on call ς 17 minutes
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Community Crime Suppression Unit

1.5 Officers + Sergeant

Quality of life issues and suppressing emerging crime trends.

Å Spearhead efforts towards meeting the challenges associated with 
homelessness.

Å Liaison with local non-profits and faith-based organizations. 

 

Å Seek to address issues surrounding homelessness while guiding 
those willing onto the pathway of stable housing.
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It takes a villageé

Non-Profits & 
Faith Based 

Groups

Law 
Enforcement

Other City 
Departments

Businesses / 
Land Owners
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Code Enforcement Division

Å Citywide Homeless Camps

Å Junk and Debris Removal
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Code Enforcement Division

Response and Removal 
ÅFolsom Police initially responds and posts the camps with a 72 -hour Notice.
ÅPosted signs include contact information for local homeless assistance 

agencies.
ÅAfter 72 hours, Code Enforcement will respond to clean the area.
ÅCode Enforcement currently contracts with 4 abatement contractors.
ÅActive camp materials will be stored correctly for 90 days.
ÅAbandoned camps and junk/debris will be discarded and removed.
ÅIn some cases, over 6,000 lbs. of debris can be removed from one location.
ÅBio-hazards (e.g., used needles and human waste) are extracted and 

removed by our certified Bio -One contractor.
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Code Enforcement Division

Standard Posting Notice
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Code Enforcement Division

Increase in activity and costs associated with 
homeless activity 
ÅThe need for more clean -ups has doubled in the past 10 years.  
ÅIn the past 3 months, Code Enforcement cleaned over 40 locations.  
ÅCode Enforcement is responding weekly to homeless camp calls, clean -ups, 

and junk and debris removal.
ÅOn average, a clean-up may include up to 4 to 6 locations.
ÅClean-ups are performed on a weekly and/or bi -weekly schedule.
ÅDaily clean-up costs can range from $800 to $1,000 per site, depending on 

the amount of debris extracted.
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Code Enforcement Division

Code Enforcement works closely with:
ÅCalifornia Department of Fish and Wildlife
ÅDepartment of Corrections (Folsom Prison)
ÅCalifornia State Parks
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Code Enforcement Division

Examples of Debris

Discarded Hypodermic 
Needles

Debris at camp behind KohlɅs at 1013 Riley 
Street
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Code Enforcement Division

Parkshore Bridge: Before and After
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Code Enforcement Division

Placerville Road: Abandoned Junk Before and After



21

Code Enforcement Division

Behind Fire Station 35: Before and After
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Code Enforcement Division

Behind City Hall: Before and After


