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Introduction



1.1 Project Overview and Context

The Central Business District is in the western part of the City of Folsom,
centered on East Bidwell Street between Coloma Street and Blue Ravine
Road. Figure 2 below shows a map of the District. It is comprised of several
shopping centers—including a Walmart Supercenter, Trader Joe's, and
Target—and parking lots. It also includes the Sutter Middle School and
Lembi Park, a large community park and aquatic center. It serves as a
hub for Folsom sports and recreation activities, providing athletic courts
and fields that accommodate soccer, softball, baseball, tennis, basketball,
and volleyball games. Outside of the District, much of the surrounding
development consists of single and multi-family residential, light Industrial
development, schools, other parks, and a hospital.

The District is generally located along East Bidwell and Riley streets
between Sutter Middle School and Blue Ravine Road (see Figure 3).
Revitalization of the District has been a priority of the City for some time
and is memorialized in the 2018 Folsom General Plan. The Central Business
District was an original commercial service area of the City, which continues
to provide vital services to the community. The District is an underutilized
development area. Current constraints to future development include
transportation/circulation systems, safety issues, inconsistent lighting

and landscaping, and limitations with utilities (storm-water, water, sewer
capacity). The area provides vital commercial services, but walkability is
constrained by narrow or missing sidewalks, lack of shade in some areas,
and absence of multi modal connectivity systems. Headway waiting times at
bus nodes within the District are lengthy and not conducive to encouraging
ridership during inclement weather and excessive heat periods.

Regional Context

The City of Folsom, located in Sacramento County within the Sacramento
metropolitan area, is strategically positioned along the American River
(Figure 1). The city's significance is underscored by the pivotal role played
by the Folsom Central Business District, serving as a vital economic

and commercial hub. This District contributes substantially to Folsom'’s
economic vitality and community development within the broader
Sacramento region.
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Community Context

The Folsom Central Business District stands as the economic heart of the city
of Folsom, playing a crucial role in fostering local commerce and community
development. As a commercial hub, it serves as a focal point for businesses,
cultural activities, and social interactions, contributing significantly to the
vibrancy and identity of both Folsom and its immediate surroundings.




Figure 2 | Aerial photograph with study area designated




