Re staurante

Ordinance No. 1349 - An Ordinance Amending Section 17.52.510 of the
Folsom Municipal Code Pertaining to Minor Illluminated Open Signs in the ]Ly\ FOLSOM

Historic District Sutter Street Subarea (Introduction and First Reading)




Project Vicinity
(Sutter Street Subarea)

Ordinance 1349 would
modify the Sign Regulations
for the Historic District
Sutter Street Subarea to

allow for the use of minor
illuminated “Open” signs.




Background

. July 1998: City Council adopted Ordinance 890 to established the Historic District in EM
Chapter 17.52.

. The ordinance included the prohibition of internally illuminated and neon signs in the
Sutter Street Subarea

. Summer 2023: Post-COVID, Code Enforcement efforts discovered several noncompliant neon

and internally illuminated “Open” signs and distributed a factsheet to bring businesses into
compliance.

. June 5, 2024: Staff presented a workshop to the Historic District Commission on the
proliferation of internally illuminated open signs in the Sutter Street Subarea.

. Several business owners recommended that the Commission allow illuminated “open”
signs due to concerns with the lack of visibility in the evening hours.

. March 12, 2025: Staff presented a draft ordinance to allow for the use of minor illuminated
“‘open” signs to the Historic District Commission. The Commission recommended approval of
the draft ordinance, with an amendment that the illumination color can only be white.




Effects of Proposed Change FOLSOM

DISTINCTIVE BY NATURE

Allow for the use of neon and internal illumination
specifically for “Open” signs

Allows for increased evening visibility for businesses

Accommodates most readily available “Open” signs on

Limit “Open” signs to 1.5 square-feet in size g e : ) .
P 8 a market while limiting excessively sized signs

Prevents use of the typical modern red and blue

Limit illumination colors to white “Open” sign (c. 1980s)

Prohibit use of advertisement in “Open” signs Prevents use as illuminated advertisement

Prohibit animated and multi-bulb open signs Prohibits essentially modern “Open” signs



Prohibited “Open” Signs




White Neon vs. Multicolored

Multi-Colored “Open” Sign

White “Open” Sign (Placerville)

(Sacramento)




Preliminary Guide

FOLSOM

DISTINCTIVE BY NATURE

Inappropriate llluminated “Open” Signs

Colors other than White are Prohibited

Elements which Advertise Business, Products,

Services are Prohibited

Open Signs which use multiple bulbs to create
letters or shapes are Prohibited

Animated Open Signs Are Prohibited

Appropriate Neon “Open” Signs
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Minor Decorative Elements and Words Allowed

Originally Proposed Color Restriction
(Red/Orange Colors Only)

Historic District Commission
Amended Color Restriction
(White Color Only) 8



Schedule and Next Steps

May 13, 2025 — Second Reading and Adoption Hearing

« EMC 17.52.510 Modifications would go into effect June 14,
2025



Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends that the City Councill:

(1) Make a finding that the proposed Ordinance amendment Is
exempt from CEQA, and

(2) Introduce and conduct the first reading of Ordinance No.
1349 - An Ordinance of the City of Folsom Amending
Subsection E(4) and adding Subsection (E)(7) to Section
17.52.510 of the Folsom Municipal Code Pertaining to Minor

llluminated Open Signs In the Historic District Sutter Street
Subarea
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Extra Reference Slides
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Proposed Ordinance

FMC 17.52.510(E)(7)

7. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, each business is permitted to have one
“Open” sign, subject to the following standards:

a.
b.
C.

o0 Q

Size is no greater than 1.5 square feet.
Located indoors, placed on a window or door.

Does not include logos, symbols, or trade names, and shall bear only information indicating
If and when the business is open.

. Nonilluminated, externally illuminated, or internally illuminated “Open” signs are allowed.
. If internally illuminated, illumination is limited to face-lit, neon-tube, and similar types of

illumination.
If illumination is used, colors for external and internal illumination shall be limited to white.

. The use of multiple bulbs to create letters or shapes are prohibited.
. Animated signs are prohibited.
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Historic District Commission

Recommendation

Historic District Commission recommends to
the City Council adoption of an Ordinance of
the City of Folsom adding language to the
Folsom Municipal Code pertaining to the
allowance of illuminated “Open” signs in the
Sutter Street Subarea of the Historic District.
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