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Background / Issue

• In the mid 1990s “Bates Bill” (AB 337), 
Government Code Section 51175

o Prompted by the Oakland Hills Fire of 1991

o Only required analysis and designation of 
very high Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZs)

o CAL FIRE to elevate fire hazard severity in local 
responsibility areas and make a 
recommendation to the local jurisdiction



3

Policy / Rule

• Per California Government Code 51178, the State Fire Marshal shall identify 
areas in the state as moderate, high, and very high fire hazard severity zones 
based on consistent statewide criteria and based on the severity of fire 
hazard that is expected to prevail in those areas.

• As part of this requirement, CAL FIRE has made recommendations for Local 
Responsibility Areas (LRAs), where the local government is responsible for 
wildfire protection.

• California Government Code Section 51179(3), local agencies cannot reduce 
the fire hazard severity level assigned by the State Fire Marshal.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=51178
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Local Agency Adoption Process

• Map made available March 10, 2025.

• Within 30 days of receiving the recommended FHSZ
map, the local agency will make the information 
available for public review and comment.

• Per Government Code 51179, within 120 days of 
receiving the recommended FHSZ map, local agencies 
are required to adopt the FHSZ map by ordinance.

• Within 30 days of FHSZ ordinance adoption, local 
agencies are required to submit documents to the 
State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection.
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LRA FHSZ Map
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Category Impact
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FHSZ Classification

Areas are classified as Moderate, High, or Very 
High Fire Hazard Severity Zones.

• Wildland Area is based on terrain (topography), 
vegetation (potential fuel), fire history, and local 
weather.

• Urban Area is based on terrain (topography), 
local weather, vegetation cover, blowing embers, 
proximity to wildland, and fire history.
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FHSZ Maps Evaluate “Hazard” not “Risk”

• Hazard is based on physical conditions that create 
expected fire behavior over time without considering 
mitigation measures.

• Risk is potential damage a fire can do to the area 
under existing conditions, accounting for any 
modifications such as:

o Vegetation Management

o Defensible Space

o Ignition Resistant Building Construction (Home Hardening)

o Fire Department (ISO Rating)

FHSZ model’s focus is probability of an area burning and 
expected fire behavior under extreme fuel and weather 
conditions. FHSZs are not a structure loss model, as key 
information regarding structure ignition is not included.
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Homeowners Insurance

Will the new Fire Hazard Severity Zones affect my ability to get 
or maintain insurance?

Insurance companies use risk models, which consider the susceptibility of 
a structure to damage from fire and other short-term factors that are not 
included in hazard modeling. Much of the same data used in the Fire 
Hazard Severity Zones model are likely included in the insurance 
companies’ risk models. However, insurance risk models incorporate 
many additional factors and factors that change more frequently than 
those that CAL FIRE includes in its hazard mapping, which is built to 
remain steady for the next 10+ years.
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Homeowners Insurance

Insurance Commissioner Ricardo 
Lara issued a fact sheet explaining 
that CAL FIRE hazard maps do not 
affect insurance rates or availability. 

“Let me be clear: The CAL FIRE 
hazard maps are not used for 
insurance rates or underwriting 
decisions.”

 ~Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara
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Legislative Recap & Recommendation

• Senate Bill 63 (2021) now requires FHSZ 
classifications to include Moderate and High 
zones in addition to Very High, expanding fire 
hazard oversight.

• Assembly Bill 211 (2022) requires local agencies 
to adopt Moderate, High, and Very High FHSZ 
designations within 120 days of state 
recommendations. However, local governments 
cannot downgrade hazard levels identified by 
the state but may increase them if justified.

Introduction and First Reading: 
Ordinance No. 1350 - An Uncodified Ordinance of the City of Folsom to 
Designate Fire Hazard Severity Zones in the Local Responsibility Area (LRA) 
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Questions ?
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