
August 6, 2025 

CHANGES/MODIFICATIONS TO  

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION AGENDA 

 

Agenda Item No. 2 

 

Zoning Code Update – Revisions to Chapter 17.52: Historic District (ZCAM25-00113) 

 

Revisions to Attachment 2 

 

Modifications to FMC Sections 17.52.300 through 17.52.390 

17.52.300 Design review. 

 

C. The following types of projects are exempt from the design review process under this chapter: 

1. Minor modifications including:  

 

a. replacement of existing building and roof materials with similar materials,  

b. replacement of existing windows and doors with similar windows and doors,  

c. changes to exterior colors on residential buildings,  

d. patio covers, gazebos, pergolas and trellises under 200 square feet in size and 

located outside of the front, side, and street side yards,  

e. privacy fencing and walls,  

f. aboveground spas and hot tubs,  

g. solar panels,   

h. outdoor cooking facilities, and  

i. other projects that the director deems similar in material, design, and scope to 

those listed, except projects involving buildings or properties on the City’s 

Cultural Resources Inventory or located on an existing or potentially eligible 

historic resource, as defined by the California Environmental Quality Act 

Guidelines section 15064.5, which are subject to historic district commission 

approval. 

 

Modifications to FMC Section 17.52.480 

17.52.480 Accessory buildings. 

A. Accessory buildings, as defined in Section 17.02.020 are subject to the following 

development standards within the historic district (with the exception of accessory dwelling 

units): 

1. Height. Accessory buildings shall not exceed an average of fifteen feet in height, 

measured from finished grade to the peak of the building’s roof. An accessory building 

shall not be taller than the primary building on the lot as measured from finished grade 

of each building. 

 

2. Setbacks. Accessory buildings shall be set back a minimum of twenty feet from the 

front yard lot line, five feet from the rear yard lot line, five feet from the interior side-

yard lot line, ten feet from the street side-yard lot line and five feet from all other 



buildings on the property. In no instance shall any portion of an accessory building be 

located in front of the front plane of the primary building. 

 
 

3. Size.  

a. Detached accessory buildings (with the exception of accessory dwelling units) 

may occupy a maximum of fifty percent of the area of a required rear yard. The 

total square footage of all accessory buildings on a single parcel, excluding 

residential accessory dwelling units, shall not exceed 50 percent of the total 

square footage of the primary residential dwelling building on the same parcel.  

 

b. Exceptions to the requirements in subsection a may be granted by the historic 

district commission upon approval of a design review application that includes the 

proposed exception. A variance shall not be required. 

 

 

 

Modifications to FMC Section 17.52.660 

17.52.660 Demolition review. 

 

A. The demolition of a building originally constructed less than 50 years before submittal of 

a demolition permit application after 1950 that is located in the historic district is exempt from 

review under this Chapter. 

 

B. Review and approval of a Historic District Demolition application is required before the 

demolition of a building originally constructed  50 or more years prior to submittal of a 

demolition permit on or before 1950 that is located in the historic district.  

 

1. The applicant shall file the following information with the community development 

director: 

a. Completed and signed application form including name, address, email address, 

and telephone number of the applicant; 

b. An application fee as established by resolution of the city council; 



c. All available information related to the age of the structure. 

d. Other material and information as requested by the director. 

 

2. The historic district commission shall have final authority relating to the review and 

approval of Historic District Demolition applications involving existing or potentially 

eligible historic resources, as defined by the California Environmental Quality Act 

Guidelines section 15064.5 and the adopted City of Folsom Historic Preservation 

Master Plan. 

 

a. Upon determination by the community development director that the building 

proposed for demolition is an existing or potentially eligible historic resource, 

notice and posting of the site shall be required, consistent with section 17.52.320. 

 

b. Before authorizing the demolition of a building determined by the community 

development director to be an existing or a potentially eligible historic resource, 

the historic district commission shall consider the following factors: 

 

 i.    Whether the public health, safety and/or welfare warrant the 

demolition; 

 ii.    What accommodations can be provided to the owner of the property 

to make it feasible for the owner to preserve the property; 

 iii.    Whether the owner of the property is willing to sell the property to a 

buyer who wishes to preserve the property; 

 iv.    Whether a public entity wishes to acquire the property through 

exercise of the power of eminent domain in order to preserve the property. 

 

3. The community development director shall have final authority relating to the review 

and approval of all Historic District Demolition applications not involving an existing or 

potentially eligible historic resource, as defined by the California Environmental Quality 

Act Guidelines section 15064.5 and the adopted City of Folsom Historic Preservation 

Master Plan. 

 

 

4. Prior to approval of a Historic District Demolition application, the applicant shall 

provide documentation of the structure for the historical record. Documentation shall 

include photographs of all sides of the structure, details of unique or representative 

construction features, and any history of the structure known to, or reasonably obtainable 

by, the applicant.  

 

5. If the community development director cannot determine whether the building 

proposed for demolition was originally constructed in or before 1950 more than 50 

years prior to application for a demolition permit based on permitting files or other 

provided information, the proposed demolition will be subject to the Historic District 

Demolition process described in Section 17.52.660(B). 

 

 


