
  

CITY OF FOLSOM 
ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2025 

6:30 P.M. 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

50 NATOMA STREET, FOLSOM, CA 95630 
www.folsom.ca.us  

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  
 
2.   ROLL CALL:  Commission Members: Commission Members: Marc Allaman, 

Kat Bahry-Chair, Alexis Goodard, Robert Sumner, Chad Vander Veen-Vice Chair, 
Lucinda Winward, Maribel Wyatt 

 
3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

A. May 8, 2025 Regular Meeting 
 
5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: 

Members of the public are entitled to address the Commission concerning any 
item within the Folsom Commission's subject matter jurisdiction.  Public 
comments are limited to no more than three minutes. Except for certain specific 
exceptions, the Commission is prohibited from discussing or taking action on 
any item not appearing on the posted agenda. 

   
6. ACTION ITEM 

A.  Approval of Revised Folsom Arts and Culture Achievement Awards 
 
7. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

A. Tamara Murphy Exhibit Report - Verbal 
B. Manager’s Report 

  
8. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 

Notice:  Members of the Public are entitled to directly address the Commission 
concerning any item that is described in the notice of this meeting, before or during 
consideration of that item.  If you wish to address the Commission on an issue, which is 
on this agenda, please raise your hand and when your name is called, you may 
unmute and be recognized by the Chairperson and then proceed to speak. If you wish 
to address the Commission on any other item of interest to the public, when the 

http://www.folsom.ca.us/


  

Chairperson asks if there is any “Business from the Floor,” follow the same 
procedure as described above. Please limit your comments to three minutes or less. 

As presiding officer, the Chairperson has the authority to preserve order at all Arts & 
Culture Commission meetings, to remove or cause the removal of any person from any 
such meeting for disorderly conduct, or for making personal, impertinent, or 
slanderous remarks, using profanity, or becoming boisterous, threatening or 
personally abusive while addressing said Commission, and to enforce the rules of the 
Commission. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person 
and need a disability–related modification or accommodation to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (916) 461-6035 or 
jburke@folsom.ca.us. Requests must be made as early as possible and at least two-full 
business days before the start of the meeting. 

Any documents produced by the city and distributed to the Arts & Culture Commission 
regarding any item on this agenda will be made available at the Parks & Recreation 
Department at 50 Natoma Street, Folsom, California during normal business hours. 
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CITY OF FOLSOM 
ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
MAY 8, 2025 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: The Arts & Culture Commission Meeting was called to order 

at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL: Commission Members Present: Marc Allaman, Kat Bahry, 

Alexis Goodard, Robert Sumner, Chad Vander Veen, Maribel Wyatt 
Commission Members Absent: Lucinda Winward 

 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 
4. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: No cards received. 

 
5. SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS 

A. 2025 Exhibition Lineup at The Gallery at 48 Natoma 
 

 William Simmons, Gallery curator, shared his plans for the Gallery for the 
remainder of 2025 as well as the beginning of 2026. He discussed areas of focus, 
legacy, and forging lasting relationships with artists. The revitalization of the City 
Hall Art Program is underway. This will be the first change of artwork since the 
pandemic. There will be an Ad-Hoc committee formed to vote and finalize 
selections to be included. Innovation and preservation of legacy is at the forefront. 
The June exhibition will be photography by Jyotsna Bhamidipati and will also 
simultaneously be showcasing art by the Folsom Zoo Animals in the Community 
Gallery Hallway Space; An important fundraiser to support our Zoo Sanctuary. 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
A. March 13, 2025 Regular Meeting 
 

 Motion By Commissioner Allaman, Second by Commissioner Wyatt, to approve 
the March 13,2025 meeting minutes. Minutes approved. No objections. 

  
 Ayes: Commission Members: Allaman, Bahry, Goodard, Sumner, Vander Veen, 

Wyatt. 
Absent: Winward 

7. ACTION ITEMS: 
A. Creation of City Hall Art Subcommittee and Appointment of Members 
 
Tom explained the purpose of the subcommittee, expectations, and requirements. 
Discussed frequency and lengths of meetings as well.  
 

 Subcommittee was formed. Motion By Commissioner Vander Veen, Second by 
Commissioner Wyatt, to form City Hall Art Subcommittee and appoint members. 



  

 Members: Vander Veen, Sumner and Goodard appointed unanimously. 
 

8. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
A. Manager’s Report 
 
Tom reviewed what has happened since we last met. Invited everyone to the 
upcoming show. Kudos to Will & Nadia for their forward thinking and always 
making sure all things are highlighted to the best of their ability. 
 
Discussed highlights from the Festival of Eggs and the amazing opportunities to 
work with our partners to create this event for the Community. 
 
Family Movie Night is now a series; each held at varying facilities to highlight 
those facilities and what they have to offer. This series is free to the public with the 
help of our community partners. 
 
Summer Concert Series is being held again this year at City Lions Park. There will 
be four opportunities to enjoy this year. Bands are selected by the community.  
 
Reminded everyone that the Folsom Arts Association will receive recognition at 
the May 13th City Council meeting and invite all to attend.  
 

9. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 

• Commissioner Wyatt gave thanks to the Chair. Excited for the upcoming 
year. Grateful to all and ready to get to work! 
 

• Commissioner Vander Veen spoke to the Capital Alleyway Murals, 
encouraged all of us to attend.  

 

• Commissioner Sumner attended the Festival of Eggs for the first time, and 
his daughter loved it! They loved the event. Also had the opportunity to 
attend some theatrical and musical events around town and had a great 
time. Glad to live in a community with so many options. 

 

• Commissioner Bahry gave thanks to Parks & Recreation staff as well 
commission.  

  



  

10. ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Arts & Culture 
Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 7:06 p.m.  

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 

 

______________________________ 
Jennifer Burke, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Approved: 

 

______________________________ 

Kat Bahry, Chairperson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

ACTION ITEM 6A 
Arts and Culture Commission 

September 11, 2025 
 

TO: Arts and Culture Commission 

FROM: Tom Hellmann, Recreation & Community Services Manager 

SUBJECT:   FOLSOM ARTS AND CULTURE ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Arts Achievement Recognition Program was developed in 2004 by the Arts and 
Culture Commission (ACC) to increase awareness and recognition of outstanding arts 
individuals and organizations in Folsom. There are two award categories that have been 
made available for submission. The first is the Folsom City Council Resolution of 
Commendation which is awarded to larger groups or organizations that meet the Arts 
Achievement award criteria. The second is the Folsom Arts and Culture Commission 
Certificate of Recognition which is appropriate for individuals or smaller organizations 
that meet the Arts Achievement award criteria. 
 
Over the years the premise of the awards was to announce opening for submissions with 
the criteria of the event or program happening during the calendar year. This has made 
it challenging for a couple of reasons, starting with staff turnover and years that the 
commission has turnover. Furthermore, staff have discovered that many programs 
follow more of the traditional school year (August-May) and not a calendar year 
(January-December) or fiscal year (July-June). Therefore, staff have looked at the 
awards program and are proposing changes to it for the commission to discuss and 
finalize.  
 
DISCUSSION  
Staff spent time in review of the previous awards program and have put forth edits that 

can be implemented for the commission review and approval. 

FOLSOM ARTS AND CULTURE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

The Arts and Culture Achievement Awards were established by the City of Folsom’s Arts 

and Culture Commission to uplift the rich artistic and cultural landscape of the city. The 

Awards recognize all art forms and artistic traditions in order to showcase the 

community’s diversity.  

Drawing on the California Arts Council’s grant guidelines, the award defines excellence 

as: 

• Unique artistic vision 

• Ongoing commitment to art and cultural practices 

• Engagement with and impact on the Folsom arts ecosystem 

 

 



  

Timeline 

• October 2025 – Applications open 

• February 2026 – Applications close 

• May 2026 – Awards announced 

 

Eligibility 

• Local artists, culture bearers, or nonprofits working in: visual arts, performing 

arts, arts education, public art, architecture, design, music, creative writing, 

archiving, traditional arts, and other artistic activities or cultural practices.  

• Local businesses that make substantial contributions to arts organizations or 

artists, promote the arts within Folsom, or provide art services to the community. 

 

Methods of Recommendation 

• Nomination by members of the public 

• Nomination by an Arts and Culture Commission member 

• Nomination by city staff 

• Self-nomination 

 

Application Materials 

• 500-word maximum justification that describes your contribution to the Folsom 

arts community. Describe the long-term impact of your work over the past year, 

as well as any recent achievements and future plans. 

• No more than ten images, videos, or other multimedia materials that highlight 

your artistic work and outreach. 

• CV or resume (individual applicants only) 

• Bios of organization or business leadership (nonprofit and business applicants 

only) 

• All applications must be submitted via Google Forms unless prior 

accommodations are made.  

 

Selection Criteria 

• Grantees will be evaluated on: impact on Folsom’s art ecosystem, artistic/cultural 

contributions, creativity, sustainability, and commitment to diversity, equity, and 

accessibility.  

• All decisions by the Arts and Culture Commission are final. 

 

 



  

Awards 

• Selected individual applicants will have their work on display in a public space 

administered by the City of Folsom in consultation with the curator of the Gallery 

at 48 Natoma. They will also receive a Certificate of Achievement from the City of 

Folsom Arts and Culture Commission at a forthcoming Commission meeting.  

• Selected nonprofits and businesses will receive a Resolution of Commendation 

from the City of Folsom Arts and Culture Commission at a forthcoming 

Commission meeting. 

• Applicants will be featured on the City of Folsom’s social media accounts, and a 

press release will be published for local media outlets.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommend the Arts and Culture Commission discuss the proposed revisions to 
the awards program and provide directions to staff to finalize the program and approve 
the Folsom Arts and Culture Achievement Awards. Staff will prepare it for launch in 
October through various City of Folsom marketing and information tools. Staff will 
provide an update to the commission at the November meeting and highlight the 
avenues that were used for broadcasting the newly branded Folsom Arts and Culture 
Achievement Awards. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



  

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEM 7A 

Arts and Culture Commission 
  September 11, 2025 

 
TO:  Arts and Culture Commission 
 
FROM: Nadia Khhokhhar-Roberts, Recreation Coordinator II 
 
SUBJECT:  TAMARA MURPHY: ACTS OF RECIPROCITY 
 
 

“Each conversation between works is an act of reciprocity” – Tamara Murphy 
 

 
 

Exhibit Dates: August 29 through October 23 
Gallery at 48 Natoma 

Open Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm 
 
 



  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



  

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEM 7B 

Arts and Culture Commission 
  September 11, 2025 

 
TO:  Arts and Culture Commission 
 
FROM: Tom Hellmann, Recreation & Community Services Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
 
City Council Recap 
July 8: 

• The Folsom City Council approved the adoption of new fees for the rental of 
Community Facilities that include the Folsom Community Center, Rotary 
Clubhouse, and various outdoor park pavilions and public spaces. New fees will 
take effect on October 1, 2025. 

• The Folsom City Council authorized the City Manager to execute a Lease 
Agreement with the Folsom Historic District Association (FHDA) to operate and 
manage the public spaces in the Folsom Historic District which include the Zittel 
Family Amphitheater and Historic Railroad Turntable. Execution of the 
agreement is in process, and the agreement is set for an initial 3-year term. 

September 9: 

• The Community Service Day Steering Committee delivered a presentation to City 
Council on September 9 which highlights the numerous partners as well as the 
upcoming projects that will take place. To date there are 35 service projects, 44 
neighbors helping senior’s projects, over 1,900 volunteers, and partner 
contributions exceeding $135,000. 

 

• A Presentation of Spirit of Folsom Awards was given before City Council. At the 
time of writing this no additional information was available.  

 
Fiscal Focus Update 

• There will be a discussion led by Bryan Whitemyer, City Manager at the 
September 23 City Council meeting on the financial state of the City and what 
impacts could be seen into the future. It is encouraged for all commissioners and 
residents to attend, listen, or rewatch the meeting recording to get facts on the 
topic of fiscal health with the City of Folsom 

o Thursday, September 23 at 6:30pm – City Council Chambers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
Updates 

• The HVAC Replacement Project at the Senior Center and Art Center began with a 
5-week closure in May for the 8-unit system to be replaced. This project was 
essential to the variety of programs and services that are held inside this building 
located at 48 Natoma St. Thank you to all staff for adjusting and helping 
minimize impacts as well as patience from our Senior Center participants and Art 
Center instructors and participants. The new units will provide the necessary 
cooling and heating as we progress through the seasons. 

 

• Be Part of the Legacy and help name one of Folsom’s newest parks. 
Neighborhood Park #1 is a brand-new park coming to the Folsom Plan Area. We 
are seeking a name that captures the spirit of our community, whether it 
celebrates the natural surroundings, unique features, local wildlife, or Folsom 
rich history and culture. Submit your submission by September 12 by visiting 
NameTheParkInFolsom. 
  

• Our first Summer Movie Night series was held this summer at three locations 
with over 2,400 people attending. Movies were held at Kuntz Field near the 
Folsom City Zoo Sanctuary, at the Andy Morin Sports Complex and Steve Miklos 
Aquatics Center. Visitors were treated to a great outdoor movie thanks to our 
partners at Palladio 16 Cinema, Palladio Luxe Cinema, Kaiser Permanente, Dave 
& Buster’s, Pizza Guys, Folsom Times, and Bonneville Broadcasting. Watch the 
recap video at Facebook. 
 

• The 12th Annual Folsom Community Service Day will take place on Saturday, 
September 20. You should have received your Food Drive bag and you can 
support Twin Lakes Food Bank by leaving your bag on your doorstep for pick up 
on Saturday, September 20 by 8:00am. Looking for a service day project, there 
may be spots available to assist and you can register at 
https://www.folsom.ca.us/residents/folsom-community-service-day/volunteer.  
 

• The 28th Annual Mayor’s Cup Invitation Golf Tournament in support of Folsom 
Teen’s at our CAVE afterschool program is approaching and will be played at 
Empire Ranch Golf Club on Friday, September 26. For information about player 
registration please contact Sarah Trobee at strobee@folsom.ca.us. 
 

• The Renaissance Faire returns to Folsom on September 27 and 28 at Rodeo Park 
and City Lions Park from 10am-5pm. Advanced ticket purchase is required, and 
tickets are limited each day. For more information, please visit 
https://www.facebook.com/FolsomRenFaire.  
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FNameTheParkInFolsom%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNFlVTk5rUXpvcjZ3VUpZRwEeCMUjJXRauGOTe6iSKGcOu0JGgUkY61O0KSMUkQFvsIYVaMw6g9t0lz5Okm8_aem_UPdUekB2DVNW-b1cH73tsA&h=AT1S1g6ymGIepySkd6n_qUj4DGX82PNp7dCsFLzq3LWADCmE1q94oWF7IzYMrTHwSxVGQb63BCo9UvZMoCm6kve2tIRZElyzRJ4Wss9zRjl8AIQ9oLGqIAdjpyc5zY1g-RcivMOAGWpHY9oE&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3URByhTcCRr89Hcphb9ao_kqh5TXhD3US3LLxXnsSSJj5PCdTEOSi5N1idIfhX__-Iwj2-EfsbArAW-JmLbJtzW3lQRyPXDyWHhQJacXTDurJn_FBUMnmmYu5xsUcUOzSSuYmdkdnpqZISij4k2A_I4zOhuui8F7Pcadk4t6cDWOrqqPCXULE-0ai3XDxkycwcYyjm-fKv745xtiDNmmvKcQ
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1923009551829639
https://www.folsom.ca.us/residents/folsom-community-service-day/volunteer
mailto:strobee@folsom.ca.us
https://www.facebook.com/FolsomRenFaire


  

 
• The 21st Annual Bark ‘n’ Splash will take place on Saturday, October 4 at the Steve 

Miklos Aquatics Center. All dogs are welcome, and registration is $15 per dog. 
Human companions are FREE to enter. All dogs must have a current dog license. 

 

• The Handblown Glass Pumpkin Patch returns on October 11 and 12 from 10am-
5pm at 48 Natoma Street in front of the Senior Center and Art Center. Enjoy local 
handblown glass pumpkins, acorns, gourds and more at this year’s event. Entry is 
open during event hours, but expect visitors from all over to attend. 

 

• On October 18 the Steve Miklos Aquatics Center will entertain visitors with the 
annual Swim with the Pumpkins, a friendly Halloween Spooktacular event from 
5:30-8:00pm. Admission is free and there will be carnival games, candy, and of 
course pumpkins in the pool. For more information and event details visit the 
Facebook event page at 7th Annual Swim with the Pumpkins A Halloween 
Spooktacular Event | Facebook 

 

• It will be a Wild Howl-O-Ween at the Folsom City Zoo Sanctuary on Saturday, 
October 25 from 10am to 2pm. Admission is $12.99 per person, kids under 2 
years are free. Tickets must be purchased in advance and costumes are 
encouraged with fun goodies and treats for all that walk around the zoo. 
 

• Tuesday, November 11 is Veterans Day, and the 25th Annual Wayne Spence 
Folsom Veterans Day Parade will take place beginning at 9:00am along East 
Bidwell Street. Come enjoy and give thanks to our nation’s veterans. For 
additional information and details about the event including parade applications 
to walk, please visit LinkTree.   

https://www.facebook.com/events/3658391004465691?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/3658391004465691?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://linktr.ee/folsomparksandrec?fbclid=IwY2xjawMlX5hleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE0WVVOTmtRem9yNndVSllHAR6mCZ1FmlMC9o9APlZqg9kLPMQyfeUVGWhZxiyYvwkKeSPnuNZht029vJIovQ_aem_i8UZjzJ_eaUBsSYiHnDJiw

