CITY OF FOLSOM
ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 13, 2025

CALL TO ORDER: The Arts & Culture Commission Meeting was called to order
at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL: Commission Members Present: Marc Allaman, Kat Bahry,
Alexis Goodard, Robert Sumner, Chad Vander Veen, Maribel Wyatt, Lucinda
Winward (arrived at 6:34 p.m.)

Commission Members Absent: None

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: No cards received.

SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS
A. Oath of Office to Newly Appointed Commission Members

The Oath was delivered to all Commissioners and all accepted, officially
taking their positions. Our newest Commissioners, Alexis Goodard and
Robert Sumner, spoke of their excitement for the opportunity to serve.

B. Presentation of the Folsom Arts and Culture Commission Certificate
of Recognition to Tiffany Ramirez

Chair Wyatt gave a brief speech as the award was presented to
Tiffany Ramirez. Ms. Ramirez is the is the founder and creative
director of the non-profit, Artisan Mind. She is dedicated to providing
creative experiences that support the hope and faith of people living
with physical and cognitive challenges. Ms. Ramirez. Gave a gracious
thank you for the recognition. Hoping to increase the visibility of who
Artisan Mind is, and services they provide.

C. Overview of the Arts and Culture Commission
Recreation & Community Services Manager, Tom Hellmann provides an
overview of the commission, its purpose and the roles of our commissioners.
Went over the schedule of meetings and expectations of attendance. Talked
about the delivery of the Agenda and Packet as well as content.
Before beginning, each commissioner was asked to introduce themselves and

share their reasons for wanting to serve the City of Folsom.

Tom Hellmann: Staff Liaison for this commission. Not a born artist, however,



shares the vision of creating a vibrant community and opportunities for all to
experience Folsom in the best way it can be. We do this by delivering a variety
of classes, programming, activities, and camps, combined with our vibrant
public art scene. Spoke to the opening of the first experience on the Johnny
Cash Trail and being able to see that project through from start to finish.

Marc Allaman: Currently serving his 11th year as a Commissioner. Retired arts
teacher. Looking forward to another year of working with the Commission.

Kat Bahry: Longstanding commission member. She is an educator and a
former performer. Passionate about arts education. Wants all children and
students to have the opportunity to experience the many areas of art and that it
continues in our schools and community.

Alexis Goodard: First time serving the community in this capacity. Is a graphic
designer. Has been involved in some form of art her entire life. Feels this is
fitting to her personality and interests .

Robert Sumner: Excited to be here and learn. Served on the Arts Commission
for the city of Sunnyvale, CA. Lives in Folsom with his wife and young
daughter. Passionate about publicly accessible art for all.

Chad Vander Veen: Second year of service with the Arts Commission.
Previously served on the defunct Architectural Review Commission. Passionate
about making the city a more beautiful and welcoming place, and art is one of
the best ways to do that.

Lucinda Winward: Loves the city of Folsom. Long-time resident and has
worked with multiple organizations on events for children with special needs,
that partnered with the City, and that is when she realized it was a special
place. Currently serving her third term. Believes Art & Culture at the end of the
day is what defines a city and is happy to be a part.

Maribel Wyatt: Always been creative. She is passionate about volunteering and
arts in schools. Currently works in architecture, which still allows her to tap into
her creativity. This will be her sixth year of service, and she believes art is a way
to bring people together and communicate. Really encouraged and thrilled for
the upcoming year

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. November 14, 2024 Regular Meeting

Motion by Commissioner Allaman, Second by Commissioner Bahry to approve the
November 14, 2024, meeting minutes. Minutes approved with no objections.

Ayes: Commission Members: Allaman, Bahry, Goodard, Sumner, Vander Veen, Wyatt,
Winward



Noes: None
Absent: None
Abstain: None

7. ACTION ITEMS:
A. Election of Chair & Vice Chair

Motion by Commissioner Wyatt, second by Commissioner Winward to nominate
Commissioner Bahry as Commission Chair.

Ayes: Allaman, Bahry, Goodard, Sumner, Vander Veen, Wyatt, Winward
Noes: None

Motion received by Commissioner Allaman to nominate Commissioner Vander Veen as
Commission Vice Chair as well as a motion by Commissioner Bahry to nominate
Commissioner Winward as Commission Vice Chair.

Since nominations for two separate individuals were presented, one must receive a
second to move on for vote. At first call, neither received a second due to clarity on
Robert’s rules. Tom provided details, and the call went out again.

Second by Commissioner Wyatt to nominate Commissioner Vander Veen as Vice Chair.

Ayes: Allaman, Goodard, Sumner, Vander Veen, Wyatt,
Noes: Winward, Bahry

Vander Veen appointed by majority vote.

8. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:
A. Gallery at 48 Natoma Exhibit

Art Specialist and Curator William J. Simmons shared that Mary H. Russell, a well-
known local artist who has participated in group shows with the Gallery at 48
Natoma as well as a participant in our last show of 2024, she was featured on the
cover of Inside Sacramento for January 2025 and gave us a shout out. He showed the
cover of the catalog for the current exhibition “ Art Movements in Fiber — a group
juried exhibition by the studio art quilt associates of northern CA and Nevada. He
spoke to the upcoming exhibit titled “Moments of Connection” from featured artist Yen-
Ching Chang. The exhibit opens Friday, April 4, 2025 and will be displayed through
May 15, 2025.

B. Manager’s Report

The Recreation and Community Services Manager, Tom Hellmann, went over
highlights of the manager’s report with the Commission focusing on the success of the
last quarter of 2024 and the exciting things to come in 2025. Discussion around
allocated grant funds that must be used by 2027. Working to get the proper site



licenses to move forward. Winward questioned re-allocation, which is not currently an
option.

9.

10.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:

Commissioner Marc Allaman — Thanks all around particularly to Chair Wyatt for
her service. Recognized William Simmons for an outstanding job done in his time
with us. Welcome the new Chair & Vice Chair.

Commissioner Bahry — Welcomed all. Looking forward to the upcoming year.
Acknowledgments to the Vice Chair as well as Commissioner Wyatt. Spoke to the
impressiveness of the venues Folsom offers for Art. Thank you to staff as well.

Commissioner Chad Vander Veen — Spoke about the Harris Center and the
exhibits and shows they are offering. Mentioned the rotating art exhibits at Red
Bus. Asked questions around uplighting or accent lighting for the JCT Pick # 1
Experience.

Commissioner Lucinda Winward — Spoke to the good relationships of the
commissioners and the positive collaborations that occur amongst the group.

Commissioner Alexis Goodard -Attended the gallery opening and was very
impressed. Good job to all.

Commissioner Robert Sumner — Reiterated gratitude for being a part of the team.
Very happy to be here. Thank you for the warm welcome.

Commissioner Maribel Wyatt — Expressed thank you and gratitude to all. Spoke
of her experience of being included on the committee to select music for the
upcoming Summer Concert Series. Excited to explore new opportunities and
encouraged all to get out and enjoy! Folsom has such great offerings.

ADJOURNMENT: Prior to adjournment, the oath was delivered to
Commissioner Winward, and she accepted. There being no further business
before the Arts & Culture Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
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