
E-BIKES IN OUR CITY 
CURRENT STATUS AND FUTURE DIRECTION

November 2025



E-BIKE LAWS IN CA

• Class 1: Motor provides assistance 
only while pedaling, up to 20 mph.

• Class 2: Has a throttle for motor-
assisted riding without pedaling, 
up to 20 mph.

• Class 3: Motor provides assistance 
only while pedaling, up to 28 mph.

Restrictions on paths: Class 3 e-bikes (and motorized 

bicycles) are prohibited on bike paths and trails unless 

specifically permitted by local authorities.

Wattage: The motor is limited to 750 watts. Vehicles with 

more power are not legally considered e-bikes and may be 

subject to different rules, like registration. 



E-MOTORCYCLES

• Any self-propelled, electric powered 
conveyance that goes faster than 
30 miles per hour is considered a 
motorcycle, a motor driven cycle or 
a pocket bicycle.

• Riders must possess California DL 
with M1 or M2 endorsement.

• E-Motorcycles must be registered 
with DMV and have a license plate 
to be ridden on the street.

E-motorcycles that do not have headlights, taillights, blinkers, 

mirrors, reflectors, or a horn may not be driven on the street 

(and they cannot be used on sidewalks, bike trails, bike lanes, 

or bike paths).

E-motorcycles do not have pedals, though there are some after-

market kits being sold to add pedals to e-motorcycles. Be aware! 

Adding these do not change an e-motorcycle to an e-bike.



E-BIKE 
POPULARITY GROWTH

• From 2020 to 2025 a 

182% growth in e-bike 

sales

• YTD 2025 an estimated 

1.3 million bikes sold

Estimations sourced from Department of Energy, Circana Data and Peopleforbikes.com. 



FOLSOM 
E-BIKE CALLS FOR SERVICE 2023-YTD OCT 2025

• 91% (426 of 466) involved juveniles

• 23% (109) at Econome Park and surrounding area

• 16% (76) at the Palladio
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+304%

+276%

Top 5 Call Categories Total Percent
Reckless Behavior 322 69%

Traffic Stop 20 4%
Harassing Behavior 20 4%

Extra Patrol / E-bike Enforcement 18 4%
Throwing Items at Vehicles/People 18 4%



FOLSOM 
E-BIKE COLLISIONS 2023-YTD OCT 2025

• 60% of e-bike collisions 

involved juveniles

• 77% of the collisions the 

e-bike was at fault

• 71% increase from last 

year as of October 31st, 

2025
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• Juveniles vandalizing the reporting parties garage door and 

yelled slurs at victim

• Juvenile suspect yelled at arriving officer

• Juvenile fled at high rate of speed over 60 mph in a 40-mph 

zone

• Juvenile evaded police – pursuit canceled for safety

• Later apprehended by FPD with air support from Sac 

Sheriff

• Juvenile arrested and booked for evading, vandalism and 

resisting arrest.  Due to the nature of the slurs towards 

victim, case was flagged as a hate crime.

FOLSOM PD  CASE EXAMPLES



• Officer viewed individual riding e-motorcycle on Greenback

• Individual ran red lights attempting to evade officer

• As the officer attempted to apprehend suspect, they sped 

off, dragging the officer 25 ft at speeds of 10-15 mph

• Officer was unable to determine the suspect’s age due to 

the helmet and their 5’10, 160 Lb. build

• Suspect was later determined to be 16 years old

• Juvenile was arrested and booked for assault with a deadly 

weapon, resisting arrest and evading a police officer

FOLSOM PD  CASE EXAMPLES



2025 EDUCATIONAL AND ENFORCEMENT CAMPAIGNS

OCTOBER 7TH, SUTTER MIDDLE SCHOOL        OCTOBER 9TH, FOLSOM MIDDLE SCHOOL
5 WARNINGS, NO CITES                                            12 WARNINGS, 2 CITES



THANK YOU

Lieutenant Jake VerHalen

Neighborhood Services Division

Folsom Police Department
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