
  

CITY OF FOLSOM 
ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
NOVEMBER 20, 2025 

6:30 P.M. 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

50 NATOMA STREET, FOLSOM, CA 95630 
www.folsom.ca.us  

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  
 
2.   ROLL CALL:  Commission Members: Commission Members: Marc Allaman, 

Kat Bahry-Chair, Alexis Goodard, Robert Sumner, Chad Vander Veen-Vice Chair, 
Lucinda Winward, Maribel Wyatt 

 
3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

A. September 11, 2025 Regular Meeting 
 
5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: 

Members of the public are entitled to address the Commission concerning any 
item within the Folsom Commission's subject matter jurisdiction.  Public 
comments are limited to no more than three minutes. Except for certain specific 
exceptions, the Commission is prohibited from discussing or taking action on 
any item not appearing on the posted agenda. 

   
6. ACTION ITEM 

A.  Hello, I’m Johnny Cash the next Art Experience on the Johnny Cash Trail 
 
7. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

A. Taller Arte Del Nuevo Amanecer Gallery Exhibit 
B. Manager’s Report 

  
8. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.folsom.ca.us/


  

Notice:  Members of the Public are entitled to directly address the Commission 
concerning any item that is described in the notice of this meeting, before or during 
consideration of that item.  If you wish to address the Commission on an issue, which is 
on this agenda, please raise your hand and when your name is called, you may 
unmute and be recognized by the Chairperson and then proceed to speak. If you wish 
to address the Commission on any other item of interest to the public, when the 
Chairperson asks if there is any “Business from the Floor,” follow the same 
procedure as described above. Please limit your comments to three minutes or less. 

As presiding officer, the Chairperson has the authority to preserve order at all Arts & 
Culture Commission meetings, to remove or cause the removal of any person from any 
such meeting for disorderly conduct, or for making personal, impertinent, or 
slanderous remarks, using profanity, or becoming boisterous, threatening or 
personally abusive while addressing said Commission, and to enforce the rules of the 
Commission. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person 
and need a disability–related modification or accommodation to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (916) 461-6035 or 
jburke@folsom.ca.us. Requests must be made as early as possible and at least two-full 
business days before the start of the meeting. 

Any documents produced by the city and distributed to the Arts & Culture Commission 
regarding any item on this agenda will be made available at the Parks & Recreation 
Department at 50 Natoma Street, Folsom, California during normal business hours. 
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CITY OF FOLSOM 
ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2025 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: The Arts & Culture Commission Meeting was called to order at 

6:30 p.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL:  Commission Members Present: Marc Allaman, Kat Bahry-Chair, 
Alexis Goodard, Chad Vander Veen-Vice Chair, Lucinda Winward, Maribel 
Wyatt 
Commission Members Absent: Robert Sumner 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

A. May 8, 2025, Regular Meeting 
 
Motion by Commissioner Vander Veen, Second by Commissioner Wyatt to approve May 
8, 2025, meeting minutes. Minutes approved with no objections. 
 
Ayes: Commission Members: Allaman, Bahry, Goodard, Sumner, Vander Veen, Wyatt, 
Winward 
Noes: None 
Absent: Commission Member Sumner 
Abstain: None 
 
5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: No cards received. 
 
6. ACTION ITEM 

A. Approval of Revised Folsom Arts & Culture Achievement Awards 
 
Recreation & Community Services Manager, Tom Hellmann went over several 
suggestions, proposed to streamline and further grow the awards program. Some of the 
challenges experienced would be timing of year as well as quantity of entrants. The goal 
is to be more aligned with the FCUSD school year calendar, clarify instructions around 
submissions and eligibility. They way applicants are nominated, the application process 
and instructions were all reviewed and small changes have been made there as well. 
Winners will still be recognized by both the Commission as well as City Council. 
  



  

Commissioner’s Questions: 
 

Commissioner Winward – Outside of the timeline, please highlight major 
changes.  
 

• Applicants to be featured on social media platforms 

• Name change to the program as a whole – (Add New Name) 
 

Is there the potential to bring other mediums (dance, music, etc.) 
 

• There is always an opportunity for that. Please share with all groups that 
you think would add value and benefit from participating.  

 
She also brought concerns around May and the busyness of the Month for parents 
and students. 
 
Commissioner Allaman – Concern around parents nominating students for 
awards for classwork already completed, to pad college applications. What 
protection are we putting in place to prevent that? 
 

• Commissioner Vander Veen suggested adding in language that references 
“Independently created art by …”  

 
Motion by Commissioner Allaman, second by Commissioner Wyatt to revise the Folsom 
Arts & Culture Achievement Awards. 
 
Ayes: Allaman, Bahry, Goodard, Sumner, Vander Veen, Wyatt, Winward 
Noes: None 
Absent: Commission Member Sumner 
Abstain: None 
 
7. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

C. Tamara Murphy Exhibit Report – Verbal 
 
Recreation coordinator Nadia Khokkar-Roberts gave a high-level report on the success 
of the Tamara Murphy Exhibit. Approximately 200 people attended the gallery 
reception for Tamara Murphy’s: Acts of Reciprocity exhibit. 17 items were sold between 
the two shows (Community & Main) and collectively, there were over 120 pieces of art 
on display. 
 

Commission Chair Bahry said the display of this show was one of her favorites. 
An amazing show recommends we all stop by and see it. Commissioner Wyatt 
will be attending as well in the next few days.  
 

  



  

D. Manager’s Report 
 
Recreation & Community Services Manager, Tom Hellmann took some time to highlight 
some major decisions the City Council had approved since our last meeting in July of 
2025. He encouraged the Commission as well as residents to attend the September 23rd 
council meeting, to hear from the City Manager directly about the financial state of the 
City, and potential impacts. 
 
The remainder of the year is filled with events for the Department. From the 12th annual 
Folsom Community Service Day on September 20th to the 25th Annual Wayne Spence 
Folsom Veterans Day Parade in November, the calendar will be filled with opportunities 
for fun and community. 
 
Presentation of the Spirit of Folsom Awards are available to view via the City of Folsom 
website, as all meetings are recorded. Each Councilmember honored an individual doing 
great work in the community. 
 
It was happily reported that the HVAC work that was being done at the Senior & Art 
Center is complete, after a 5-week closure. We were able to complete this project with 
funding from Sacramento County ARPA; an invaluable improvement for the residents 
we serve. 
 
The call to help name our next neighborhood park, in the Folsom Plan Area, has gone 
out. Over 90 entries have been submitted thus far. The process will move forward, 
starting with Staff, moving to the Parks & Recreation Commission, being finalized with a 
City Council vote. 
 
Summer Movie Night series kicked off this summer. It consisted of three separate 
movies, rotating between three of our different facilities, really highlighting them, and 
what they have to offer. The series ran from June-August. Well over 2400 visitors 
enjoyed this event. It was well received and was a wonderful opportunity to partner with 
the community. A huge thank you to Senior Recreation Coordinator Frankie Nelson, 
Supervisor Sarah Trobee, and the rest of the staff for making this a success. 
 
Questions : 
 
Allaman – Requesting more detail on how to submit entries for “Name the Park” 
 
Bahry – Do we have a timeline on the completion of Castle Park 

• Fencing is up, and we are currently in the de-construction phase. More 
activity on CSD as well. April of 2026 is the desired goal for the 
reopening. 

 
Commissioner Vander Veen–Requested a status update on the subcommittee group 
created. 

• With the resignation of William Simmons, we will need to put that project 
on pause, as we navigate how to move forward, considering the impact 
on services and resources. 



  

 
8. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS: 

 
Commissioner Maribel Wyatt – It’s great to be back. Been awhile and is good to 
see everyone.  
 
Commissioner Allaman –I have taken my granddaughters to many of the 
openings. You may or may not like a certain piece, which is fine; expected. 
However; my girls really like the whole scene – going, being in the room, the 
different types of art. It’s a super positive experience for our kids if we can take 
time to expose them to art, it really helps inspire them. Thank you, Nadia. The 
gallery provides that opportunity.  
 
Commissioner Bahry - Proposed moving the November meeting from the 
currently slotted, November 13,2025 to November 20th. Email to be sent in early 
October to finalize decision. 
 
She also shared that she attended the FCUSD VAPA (Visual And Performing 
Arts) Advisory Committee meeting, which gave her the opportunity to hear the 
districts’ vision and plans for the Arts in the future. Will work with the group to 
try and set up a presentation for the whole Commission. 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Arts & Culture 
Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 
 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Jennifer Burke, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Kat Bahry, Chairperson 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

ACTION ITEM 6A 
Arts and Culture Commission 

November 20, 2025 
 

TO: Arts and Culture Commission 

FROM: Tom Hellmann, Recreation & Community Services Manager 

SUBJECT:   “HELLO, I’M JOHNNY CASH” THE NEXT ART 
EXPERIENCE ON THE JOHNNY CASH TRAIL 

 
BACKGROUND 
The Johnny Cash Trail was finalized in 2017 as a Class I trail that connects Sacramento 
County trails that takes you over Folsom Lake Crossing. The 8 dedicated art experiences 
were master planned to their locations as part of the overall trail project with the trail on 
a combination of City of Folsom property, California State Prison property, and Bureau 
of Reclamation property. Everything to the east of the Johnny Cash Trail Bridge is 
Bureau of Reclamation property. 
 
You can find the Johnny Cash Trail Art Experience map and specific art experience sites 
in the attached Johnny Cash Trail Art Experience masterplan (attachment 1) 
 
The art experiences that are identified on the map and in the master plan, were 
determined from a national database of artists during the October 15, 2013, release for 
Request for Qualifications. This request garnered 32 interested artists that were 
reviewed by a 12-member art selection panel comprised of Art and Culture Commission, 
Parks and Recreation Commission, Chamber of Commerce, Tourism Bureau, project 
engineer, Folsom Prison Museum, Friends of Folsom Parkways, and the Parks & 
Recreation Department. In addition, Cindy Cash was invited to participate as one of five 
children of Johnny Cash providing invaluable insight into his career and personal life. 
An extensive amount of time and multiple meetings were conducted in reviewing 
submissions and ranking them based upon experience, budget estimates, suitability of 
concepts for the trail venue, creativity, and vision. Ultimately, the submissions were 
narrowed down from 32 to 20 to 8 to 4 and then the top 2 artists. The panel selected 
Romo Studios LLC and the Fine Art Studio of Rotblatt Amrany (dba Timeless 
Creations). Romo Studios LLC was selected for 7 total artwork pieces, but 6 creatively 
unique pieces of artwork, while Timeless Creations was selected for a single art and park 
proposal. 
 
During September 23, 2014, Folsom City Council meeting the council approved 
Resolution No. 9435 approving the concepts for the Johnny Cash Trail Art Experience 
Project, Direction to Staff, and Appropriation of Funds. 
 
On September 11, 2018, the Folsom City Council Approved Resolution No. 10181 to 
execute a consultant and professional services agreement with Romo Studios, LLC for 
the casting of Cash’s Pick No. 1 for the Johnny Cash Trail Art Experience. During that 
contract review, Mr. Romo prepared a presentation to bring to the Art and Culture 
Commission regarding the design of Pick No. 1. This was for two reasons: 1. In speaking 
with John R. Cash Trust/Estate it was determined that the use of CASH resembled and 



  

replicated an album cover of Johnny Cash that did not correlate to Johnny’s time in 
Folsom in 1968, thus making the use of the block lettering on the pick design not an 
option and 2. Adan Romo amended the original concept design he submitted in 2014 to 
align with this new direction and alter the design to be a black sculpture guitar pick. 
 
At the September 13, 2018, Arts and Culture Commission meeting an action item was 
brought forward regarding Cash’s Pick design. The commission heard from Romo 
Studios artist, Adan Romo regarding the design of Cash’s Pick and the recommendation 
to remove lettering and name from the pick as to not denote this as a sign, but a 
standalone art sculpture of a guitar pick that is settled in the middle of a record deck as 
the landscape design plan suggests for this art experience. The commission heard from 
Mr. Romo, asked questions and took action to pass a recommendation to City Council 
on the design of Cash’s Pick by a vote of 4-1 with two commissioners absent.  
 
Following this new information and action from the Arts and Culture Commission to 
recommend the design change, staff worked with Mr. Romo on the project. 
Unfortunately, six months later we saw the world impacted by the COVID pandemic and 
things came to halt. Following those years of impact, we emerged with available funds 
from the American Recovery Plan Act (ARPA) that we designated to the construction of 
Cash’s Pick No. 1. At the April 27, 2021, Folsom City Council meeting they approved 
Resolution No. 10614 for increased compensation in the amount of $20,920 to Romo 
Studios, LLC for the casting of Cash’s Pick No. 1 for the Johnny Cash Trail Art 
Experience. The staff report also shared the design image of Cash’s Pick No. 1 of a solid 
black sculpture with no lettering or naming on the face of the guitar pick. The contract 
was approved for execution and from then until November 21, 2024, when it was 
installed.  
 
On September 9, 2025, the Folsom City Council requested an update on the Art 
Experience projects. City Council shared concerns about the art pick design and wanted 
to ask staff for options on the art pick design along with next steps for the project.  
 
DISCUSSION  
The City of Folsom and City Council adopted a Strategic Plan in 2023-2024 that 

provided strategic initiatives that the City Council wished to focus on over the next five 

years. The City Council identified five priorities with one of those being, developing 

funding plan for the Johnny Cash Trail (JCT) art trail. This priority coincided with 

action staff had already taken in the spring of 2023 when staff submitted a member 

request letter to Assemblymember Josh Hoover, District 7 requesting $425,000 to be 

identified in the State of California Budget Act of 2023 for the design, engineering, and 

art fabrication of Cash’s Pick No. 2. The plan was to complete both of Cash’s Pick art 

experiences to signify the start and end of the Johnny Cash Trail. In July, Mr. Hoover 

contacted staff to say that the request was granted and placed in the budget for funds to 

be disbursed by California State Parks and the Office of Grants and Loans, to be spent by 

January 31, 2027. City staff contacted the Bureau of Reclamation to restart 

conversations regarding a letter issued to the City of Folsom in 2018 and 2019 that 

signified their completion of a cursory review of our project proposal to place Cash’s 

Pick No. 2 on federal land, and that our application was found to be “not incompatible” 



  

with Reclamation’s mission. Staff submitted payment to the Bureau of Reclamation 

totaling $5,000 for this site license in 2019 and as we fast forward to a meeting between 

the two agencies on July 19, 2024, the Bureau of Reclamation changed their position 

claiming the art experience was identified as a “monument” to Johnny Cash and under 

43CFR 423.28, describes that monuments are not allowed on federal land. Staff asked 

the Bureau of Reclamation to explain the definition of a monument and to further 

explain what changed from their letter issued in 2018 until now as the same Area 

Manager was still representing this area. We had a follow up phone call with Edward 

Rosa, Relator Specialist with the Bureau of Reclamation on September 22, 2025, to 

discuss and request the above-mentioned explanation of a monument and letter of 

approval. Staff received a letter from the Bureau of Reclamation on October 10, 2025, 

which officially denied the site license. (Attachment 2) 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is staff’s recommendation that we abandon Cash’s Pick No. 2 as an Art Experience site 

and focus our attention on the next Art Experience that would signify entry onto the 

Johnny Cash Trail from the east end of the trail with a public art sculpture entitled, 

“Hello, I am Johnny Cash”. (Attachment 3) 

This Art Experience site is located on City of Folsom property and staff expect $425,000 

to cover the art fabrication, art installation, and the landscape design. Staff would look 

at any remaining funds for use of other construction costs. Staff would begin 

conversations with RRM Landscape Design and enter a contract for design and 

construction documents along with a contract with Romo Studios, LLC, for the 

fabrication of the art sculpture. Staff do not have accurate estimates for this total project 

cost now but would turn our attention to this project to spend the grant money secured 

by Assemblymember Hoover and held with California State Parks. Contracts with RRM 

Landscape and Romo Studios, LLC, would likely exceed the City Manager’s authority, 

thus an action would be taken by the City Council at a future meeting. 

ACTION 
Staff recommend the Arts and Culture Commission approve the action to move forward 
with securing California State Park grant funds and developing a professional services 
agreement with Romo Studios, LLC for the fabrication and installation of “Hello, I’m 
Johnny Cash” and to forward this request to the Folsom City Council.  
 
 
Attachments 

1. Johnny Cash Trail Art Experience Masterplan 
2. Bureau of Reclamation Letter 
3. Hello, I’m Johnny Cash Art Experience Concept 

 
 

 
 
 
 



  

 
 

Attachment 1 
Johnny Cash Trail Art Experience Masterplan 

 
Can be found at https://folsomcasharttrail.com/the-trail/about 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://folsomcasharttrail.com/the-trail/about


  

 
 

Attachment 2 
Bureau of Reclamation Letter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

Attachment 3 
Hello, I’m Johnny Cash Art Experience Concept 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



  

INFORMATIONAL ITEM 7A 
Arts and Culture Commission 

  November 20, 2025 
 
TO:  Arts and Culture Commission 
 
FROM: Nadia Khhokhhar-Roberts, Recreation Coordinator II 
 
SUBJECT:  TALLER ARTE DEL NUEVO AMANECER GALLERY EXHIBIT 
 
 

 
 

Exhibit Dates: November 7 through January 8 
Gallery at 48 Natoma-Main 

Open Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm 
 
 

 



  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Exhibit Dates: November 4 through January 7 
Gallery at 48 Natoma-Community Gallery 

Open Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



  

INFORMATIONAL ITEM 7B 
Arts and Culture Commission 

  November 20, 2025 
 
TO:  Arts and Culture Commission 
 
FROM: Tom Hellmann, Recreation & Community Services Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
 
City Council Recap 
September 23: 

• The Folsom City Council proclaimed the 25th anniversary of the Sister City 
Relationship with Pieve del Grappa, Italy. 

• The Folsom City Council passed Resolution No. 11463 with General Fund Cost 
Savings Measures. This included laying off five staff in Information Technology 
and vacating 15 positions in Public Safety. 

October 14: 

• The Folsom Community Service Day Steering Committee presented to City 
Council on the results from the 12th annual Folsom Community Services Day held 
on September 20, 2025. 

• The Folsom City Council passed Resolution No. 11482 with Phase Two General 
Fund Cost Saving Measures. This included the collaboration and reorganization 
of resources in Public Works, Parks & Recreation, Community Development, and 
Utilities Department. 

 
Folsom Focus 

• Choose Folsom hosts regular Folsom Focus events and on October 22, 2025, they 
invited Bryan Whitemyer, City Manager, to speak on the State of the Community. 
Bryan shared recent actions by the City Council and the vision for the City of 
Folsom moving forward. 

 
Updates 

• The Folsom Arts and Culture Achievement Awards has been launched and can be 
found on the Folsom Arts & Culture Commission webpage. Nominations are open 
and will close on February 25, 2026, at 5 p.m. Please share this with your circle of 
influence and look for more information to come in the City of Folsom E-
newsletter. 
 

• The Folsom Community Center and Rotary Clubhouse Kitchen Equipment 
Replacement began on Monday, October 27, 2025. This long-awaited project was 
wrapped up on November 7 and now both facilities have new cooking equipment 
with additional new dishwashing equipment, ice making, with new reach in 
refrigerators. This project was approved by City Council in May 2025 with a 
project cost of $339,739.00. 

 

https://www.folsom.ca.us/government/parks-recreation/facilities/folsom-art-center/folsom-arts-cultural-commission


  

• The department held two community outreach meetings with residents near the 
future park site of Benevento Family Park located next to Vista Del Lago High 
School. Community outreach is vital to the success of park development to 
engage with the community and seek recommendations for park amenities and 
plans to be included in the park project. This 19-acre neighborhood park site has 
various topography changes, including a pond, and final park masterplan design 
will be developed and continued with plans for construction by fall 2026. 
  

• The Handblown Glass Pumpkin Patch returned to Folsom on October 11 and 12 

from 10am-5pm at 48 Natoma Street in front of the Senior Center and Art 

Center. Thousands of visitors attended and enjoyed selecting their favorite hand-

blown glass piece of art. The partnership with 2B Glass has been wonderful and 

we look forward to future events. 

 

• A community led Folsom Family Pride event was held on Saturday, October 11, 
2025, on the front lawn area of City Lions Park from 10am-2pm. This was the 
first year of the event and organizers did very well with planning and engaging 
activities for everyone. Our department will work with them to identify dates, 
times, and locations for an event space next year. 
 

• The department is progressing forward with designs and community build 
construction of Castle Park. Be on the lookout for community opportunities to 
support the fundraising efforts and to help with the community build of the park 
in the coming months.  
 

• The City of Folsom entered into a sponsorship agreement with the Harris Center 
for their upcoming performance by the United States Air Force Band of the 
Golden West. The city will receive sponsors benefits with name recognition, logo 
advertisement, and invitation to attend the event. I will be in contact with the 
commission on availability of commissioners to attend the event in the coming 
weeks. 

 


