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SMALL FAMILY HOME (SFH) FACILITY  

PROCESS 

A Small Family Home (SFH) provided 24-hour care for children with disabilities.  Because this is a 
licensed care use, converting a home requires a Building Permit and Fire Review and clearance to 
ensure the home meets fire, safety and accessibility requirements.  

A Small Family Home is not considered a standard residence under the building code.  Most homes 
will change occupancy to: 

• R-3.1 (6 or fewer clients) 

• R-2.1 (more than 6 clients) 

This requires a building permit even if no construction is proposed.  

Step 1 – Contact Licensing 

• You must contact licensing to apply for the license 

• Licensing will provide the local AHJ with the 850-fire clearance form along with floor plans 

• Before fire will conduct the inspection, a building permit must be issued.  

Step 2 – Submit for a building permit 

Consult the California Residential Code Chapter 3 Section 335.  A designer, architect or 
engineer may be required depending on the complexity.   

• Apply online through ePermit Center | Folsom, CA 

• Provide existing and proposed floor plan of the house  

• Location of client’s bedrooms (number the rooms and call out if they are ambulatory, non-ambulatory 
or bedridden) 

• Exit plan and paths to exterior 

• Door and hallway clearances 

• Accessibility features 

• Fire sprinkler locations (if applicable) 

• Label all smoke detector locations as well as carbon monoxide detectors (hardwired and 
interconnected) 

• Fire resistive construction details as required by Chapter 3 (Fire rated walls may apply) 

http://www.folsom.ca.us/
https://www.folsom.ca.us/government/community-development/epermit-center
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Step 3 – Fire and Life Safety Requirements 

To ensure client safety your home may need: 

• Hardwired smoke alarms in all bedrooms and hallways 

• Carbon monoxide alarms 

• Escape windows 

• Fire sprinkler system (required in many cases) 

• Single action hardware on exit doors 

You will receive specific requirements during plan review.   

Once your building permit is issued, fire and life safety requirements are verified in the 
field.  

 

Step 4 – Final Inspection 

• Schedule your building inspections through etrakit 

• Once you have your building final then reach out to fire to schedule your fire clearance inspection 
mltoledo@folsom.ca.us 

• Once all inspections have been completed, the signed 850 document will be sent to licensing  
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