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1. CALL TO ORDER:  
 
2.   ROLL CALL:  Commission Members: Marc Allaman, Kat Bahry, Alexis 

Goodard, Robert Sumner-Vice Chair, Chad Vander Veen-Chair, Lucinda 
Winward, Maribel Wyatt 

 
3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
  
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

A. January 8, 2026 Regular Meeting 
 
5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: 

Members of the public are entitled to address the Commission concerning any 
item within the Folsom Commission's subject matter jurisdiction.  Public 
comments are limited to no more than three minutes. Except for certain specific 
exceptions, the Commission is prohibited from discussing or taking action on 
any item not appearing on the posted agenda. 

     
6. ACTION ITEMS: 
 A.  City Hall Art Exhibition Commissioners Choice Award Selection 
 B.  Folsom Arts and Culture Achievement Award Selection 
 
7. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

A. Gallery at 48 Natoma 
B. Manager’s Report 

  
8. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.folsom.ca.us/


Notice:  Members of the Public are entitled to directly address the Commission 
concerning any item that is described in the notice of this meeting, before or during 
consideration of that item.  If you wish to address the Commission on an issue, which is 
on this agenda, please raise your hand and when your name is called, you may 
unmute and be recognized by the Chairperson and then proceed to speak. If you wish 
to address the Commission on any other item of interest to the public, when the 
Chairperson asks if there is any “Business from the Floor,” follow the same 
procedure as described above. Please limit your comments to three minutes or less. 

As presiding officer, the Chairperson has the authority to preserve order at all Arts & 
Culture Commission meetings, to remove or cause the removal of any person from any 
such meeting for disorderly conduct, or for making personal, impertinent, or 
slanderous remarks, using profanity, or becoming boisterous, threatening or 
personally abusive while addressing said Commission, and to enforce the rules of the 
Commission. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person 
and need a disability–related modification or accommodation to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (916) 461-6035 or 
jburke@folsom.ca.us. Requests must be made as early as possible and at least two-full 
business days before the start of the meeting. 

Any documents produced by the city and distributed to the Arts & Culture Commission 
regarding any item on this agenda will be made available at the Parks & Recreation 
Department at 50 Natoma Street, Folsom, California during normal business hours. 
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CITY OF FOLSOM 
ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 8, 2026 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: The Arts & Culture Commission Meeting was called to 
order at 6:31 p.m. 

 
2.   ROLL CALL: Commission Members Present: Marc Allaman, Kat Bahry-(Chair), 

Alexis Goodard, Robert Sumner, Chad Vander Veen-(Vice Chair), Lucinda 
Winward 

 
Commission Members Absent: Maribel Wyatt 

 
3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE The Pledge of Allegiance was recited 
  
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

A. November 20, 2025 Special Meeting 
 

Motion by Commissioner Allaman, Second by Commissioner Winward to approve 
November 20, 2025 special meeting. Minutes approved with no objections. 
 
Ayes: Commission Members: Allaman, Bahry, Goodard, Sumner, Vander Veen, , 
Winward 
Noes: None 
Absent: Wyatt 
Abstain: None 
 
5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: No cards received. 
 
6. ACTION ITEMS: 
 A. Election of Chair & Vice Chair 
 
Yearly selection of Chair and Vice Chair was held. Term length and duties were 
discussed by the commission.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Allaman, to nominate Commissioner Vander Veen, as Chair. 
Second by Commissioner Sumner. 
 
Ayes: Commission Members: Allaman, Bahry, Goodard, Sumner, Vander Veen, , 
Winward 
Noes: None 
Absent: Wyatt 
Abstain: None 
 



Motion passes. Commissioner Chad Vander Veen named Arts & Culture Commission 
Chair. 
 
Next the commission moved to elect a Vice Chair for the Commission.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Vander Veen, to nominate Commissioner Sumner, as Vice 
Chair. Second by Commissioner Allaman. 
 
Ayes: Commission Members: Allaman, Bahry, Goodard, Sumner, Vander Veen, , 
Winward 
Noes: None 
Absent: Wyatt 
Abstain: None 
 
Motion passes. Commissioner Robert Sumner, named Arts & Culture Commission Vice 
Chair. 
 
 B.  Continuation of the City Hall Art Subcommittee and Appointment of  

Members 
 
The City Hall Arts Subcommittee was established May 8, 2025, but due to a decrease in 
staff resources, the project has been moved to the current, 2026. Nadia discussed the 
process around procurement of the art to be displayed from the Folsom Photographers 
(FolPho), duration of exhibit, and the timeline regarding hanging, judging, and awards. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Vander Veen to continue the City Hall Art Subcommittee, 
Second by Commissioner Bahry. 
 
Ayes: Commission Members: Allaman, Bahry, Goodard, Sumner, Vander Veen, , 
Winward 
Noes: None 
Absent: Wyatt 
Abstain: None 
 
Appointed Members: Commissioners: Marc Allaman, Alexis Goodard, Robert Sumner 
 
7. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

C. Gallery at 48 Natoma Exhibit 
 
Recreation Coordinator II, Nadia Khhokhhar-Roberts took some time to give us some 
information on the two artists responsible for the Upcoming show, “Two Inspirations”. 
Deborah Pittman & Laurie Friedman-Adler, are lifelong collaborators, who express 
themselves through many mediums including music, ceramics and wood sculptures. 
The Artist’s Reception will be held Friday, January 23, 2026. There will be a film 
presentation as well as live music. The exhibit will run through March 19, 2026. 
  



 
D. Manager’s Report 

 
Tom Hellmann, Community & Cultural Services Manager, gave key updates relating to 
City Council, and the department as a whole. A few key takeaways being: 
 
The Council selected Justin Raithel to serve as Mayor, and Anna Rohrbough to serve as 
Vice-Mayor for 2026. They also unanimously approved authorization to the City 
Manager to execute an agreement for Hello, I’m Johnny Cash, as the Commission 
recommended.  
 
On December 10, 2025, various staff, commissioners had the opportunity to attend the 
United States Air Force Band’s Holiday performance at the Harris Center for the Arts. 
Newly elected Mayor, Justin Raithel, was also in attendance, and issued a welcome 
address. The City of Folsom was a proud sponsor of this event. 
 
City staff, along with councilmembers, have begun planning an 80th celebration event to 
recognize the City of Folsom for its 80th birthday, May 9, 2026. More details to come. 
 
8. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
Commissioner Marc Allaman – Attended the City Council meeting. I was very impressed 
with Tom’s presentation to the council. Also, had the opportunity to visit the 2bGlass 
studio, and speak with Nikolas. Spoke highly of the team and the partnership with the 
City.  
 
Commissioner Bahry – Excited some changes were made to the registration process, as 
it surrounds ceramics. Excited more will have an opportunity to learn and participate in 
this heavily impacted activity. Thanked the commission for allowing her the opportunity 
to Chair, and congrats wished to the newly appointed. 
 
Commissioner Chad Vander Veen – Thanked the Commission for the nomination and 
vote. Very excited to step into the role. Looking forward to more Harris Center collabs in 
the future. Invited all to attend the Folsom Jazz Festival – January 24,2026.  
 
Commissioner Lucinda Winward – Really enjoyed the Air Force Holiday performance. 
So much fun and energy. In spite of their day jobs, they were so happy to perform for us, 
and you could feel it. Thank you.  
 
Commissioner Alexis Goodard -Thanked former Chair Bahry for her work this past year. 
Was very excited to hear the Council approved moving forward with the next art 
installation on the Johnny Cash Trail. She has biked to site in past and is excited to 
share photos in the future.   

 
Commissioner Robert Sumner – Reiterated gratitude for being a part of the team, and 
his excitement about the new opportunity. Shared he has enjoyed his time thus far.  
 



 
9. ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Arts & Culture 
Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Jennifer Burke, Administrative Assistant 
 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Chad Vander Veen, Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ACTION ITEM 6A 
Arts and Culture Commission 

March 26, 2026 
 

TO: Arts and Culture Commission 
 
FROM: Tom Hellmann, Recreation & Community Services Manager 
 Nadia Khhokhhar-Roberts, Recreation Coordinator II 
 
SUBJECT:  CITY HALL ART EXHIBITION COMMISIONER’S CHOICE    
   AWARDS          
 
 
BACKGROUND 

The commission has a stated purpose of supporting and promoting the arts in Folsom.  
 
At the May 8, 2025, meeting, William Simmons, Gallery curator, shared his plans for the 
Gallery for the remainder of 2025 and the beginning of 2026. He discussed areas of 
focus, legacy, and forging lasting relationships with artists. The revitalization of the City 
Hall Art Program was also discussed at this time, leading to establishing an Ad-Hoc 
committee at this same meeting to vote and finalize selections of art pieces to be 
displayed. Members Goodard, Sumner, and Vander Veen were appointed unanimously. 
 
September 11, 2025, City Hall Art Exhibition project put on hold with curator 
resignation. 
 
At the January 8, 2026, meeting, staff announced reformatting of project to include all 
entries and invited committee to select recipients of recognition awards to be called 
“Commissioner’s Choice,” and discussion of awards at the March 2026 meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION 

The “Commissioner’s Choice” awards to be presented by the subcommittee to the 
commission, resulting in confirmation of recommended awards by the Folsom Arts and 
Culture Commission 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

It is the recommendation of staff that the commission consider the recommendations 
from the subcommittee and confirm three recipients for the Commissioner’s Choice 
Awards. This would include one Commissioner’s Choice Award recipient and two 
Honorable Mention recipients. Awards will be presented to the individuals at the next 
scheduled Arts and Culture Commission meeting currently scheduled for May 14, 2026. 

 
 
 

 
 



ACTION ITEM 6B 
Arts and Culture Commission 

March 26, 2026 
 

TO:  Arts and Culture Commission 

FROM: Tom Hellmann, Community and Cultural Services Manager  

SUBJECT:  FOLSOM ARTS AND CULTURE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
SELECTION 

 
BACKGROUND 
The Arts Achievement Recognition Program was developed in 2004 by the Arts and 
Culture Commission (ACC) to increase awareness and recognition of outstanding arts 
individuals and organizations in Folsom. Over this past year the commission and staff 
had discussions regarding how to best make this awards program available to the 
community to give recognition to those deserving artists. 
 
At the September 11, 2025 the Folsom Arts and Culture Commission took action to 
amend the awards program that included a new timeline for the awards program that 
coincided with the traditional school year as well as establishing criteria that captures an 
inclusive opportunity for a variety of artists that are not just traditional artists we think 
of. 
 
This year’s awards program was launched in September with a nomination deadline of 
February 26, 2026. The nominations were all gathered through the City of Folsom 
website by way of the Arts and Culture Commission webpage. All nominations could be 
digitally submitted using a form, thus making the process 100% digital and efficient 
with the relaunch. There were a variety of categories that a nomination could be 
submitted under that included: 
 
Visual Arts – Performing Arts – Arts Education – Public Art – Architecture – Design – 
Music – Creative Writing – Archiving – Traditional Arts and other Artistic Activities 

 
DISCUSSION 
This year there were a total of 7 nominations that were submitted. However, upon staff 
review there were two duplicate nominations for the same person. Those will be 
combined for the one nominee and give the commission the opportunity to review 5 
nominations for the achievement award selection. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommend to the commission that you review the nominations and select 

nominees most deserving of recognition of the Folsom Arts and Culture Achievement 

Award. Selected award recipients will be asked to come to the May meeting of the 

commission to receive their award certificate. 

 



ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Folsom Arts and Culture Achievement Awards Nominations 
2. Previous Arts Achievement Award Winners 

 



Nominee: Kelly Esparza    Category: Creative Writing 
 

• I met Kelly Esparza through a serendipitous interaction on social media in March 
of this year, originally stemming from a photography submission to her online 
magazine, FLARE Magazine. We soon became fast in-person friends. FLARE 
Magazine is a special publication highlighting the artistic talents as well as the 
experiences of those with chronic illnesses, be it physically or mentally. FLARE is 
edited and run only by Kelly (who herself suffers from the debilitating and 
sometimes deadly autoimmune disease known as lupus) who is also the 
magazine’s sole creator. She does not and will not charge the disabled to submit 
to her literary magazine and instead opted to create a GoFundMe for FLARE to 
host creative writing and art piece contests, helping the ill to get paid rather than 
simply charge for her own labor in running the magazine. To add to her already 
incredible accomplishments with FLARE Magazine, she very recently has had a 
poetry chapbook come out of the indie California-based press, Bottlecap Press, 
titled A Spoonie's Guide to Self-Acceptance.  This chapbook is a grief-filled 
testament to Kelly’s remarkable writing ability as much as it is her struggle to 
find personal meaning amongst the throes of lupus. A born and bred Folsom 
local, Kelly is the living proof that through hardship and fear, there is always a 
light at the end of the tunnel. Her creative brilliance and passion for the medium 
of the written word should be recognized by none other than the place that had 
its hand in making her who she is.  

 

• I am nominating myself as I am a writer. I have a BA in English and a BA in 
Creative Writing from the University of Arizona and was born and raised in 
Folsom. I have written 4 novels, and I will be seeking traditional publishing. I 
have gotten several pieces of short fiction, poetry, and essays published in various 
literary journals and anthologies. I co-wrote a screenplay for feature film at a film 
production company. 
 
My published short story, "Destiny Says," was nominated for a Pushcart Prize, a 
literary award for the best creative writing published in that year (2021). My 
short story, "Take the Jump," made it on the longlist for Voyage YA Journal's 
Anthology Contest. In 2016, I was also the recipient of the Scholastic Art and 
Writing Gold Key Award for Short Fiction, the Scholastic Art and Writing Silver 
Key Award for Poetry, and the Scholastic Art and Writing Silver Key Award for 
Photography.  
 
Additionally, my new poetry chapbook titled A Spoonie's Guide to Self-
Acceptance, was published by Bottlecap Press on Nov. 3, 2025. This chapbook is 
about my experiences living with a chronic illness, aka lupus and the grief that 
comes with it. 
 
 

 
 
 



Nominee: Gina Mulligan    Category: Creative Writing 
 
Gina is the published author of multiple historical fiction novels, with another currently 
under representation by her New York–based agent. She holds a Master’s degree in 
Creative Writing with an emphasis in Prose Fiction from the prestigious University of 
East Anglia in the U.K. Her essay, “Answering the Call,” was recently featured by the 
online publication On Being Jewish Now. 
 
Her nonfiction book, Dear Friends: Letters of Encouragement, Humor, and Love for 
Women with Breast Cancer, has been an Amazon bestseller in the Breast Cancer 
category since its publication in 2017. 
 
In 2011, Gina founded the national charity Girls Love Mail—launched right here in 
Folsom—which has since collected nearly 300,000 handwritten letters of 
encouragement from people around the world and distributed them to cancer centers 
across the U.S., Canada, and Australia. 
 
A dedicated member of the local author community, Gina regularly speaks at literary 
and charity events and has inspired hundreds of thousands of people worldwide to 
write. 
 
 
Nominee: Murer House Foundation  Category: Traditional Arts 
 
In conjunction with construction of the Lake Natoma Crossing and widening of Folsom 
Boulevard in 1997, the City of Folsom acquired the Murer House and Gardens property 
to preserve it for the benefit of current and future generations. Shortly thereafter, the 
Murer House Foundation (MHF), a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation, was formed to 
operate and maintain the site on behalf of the City. 
 
The mission of the MHF is to preserve and protect the Murer House and Gardens by 
cultivating and promoting greater community awareness of the site, its long and unique 
history, as well as its links to Folsom’s Italian heritage. The MHF also serves the City as 
the official liaison with Folsom’s sister city in Italy, Pieve Del Grappa. 
 
Since 1997, the MHF has steadily expanded it on-site programming including Italian 
cooking and language classes held in the Learning Center, events and other activities 
focusing on Italian culture and traditions, and more recently hosting bocce 
tournaments. In early 2022, the MHF realized a long-awaited goal with the Murer 
House and Gardens being added to the National Register of Historic Places. In 
recognition of the MHF’s on-going sustainability efforts and major accomplishments 
over the years, the City of Folsom recently approved a long-term lease of 55 years 
ensuring the MHF will continue to manage and operate the Murer House and Gardens 
now and into the future. 
 
 
 



Nominee: Folsom Concert Association  Category: Performing Arts 
 
The Folsom Concert Association (FCA) has been enriching Folsom’s cultural life for 
more than three decades, bringing world-class live music to our community while 
expanding access to the arts for seniors, students, and families. 
 
The FCA is a nonprofit organization founded in 1994 by Folsom residents and business 
professionals who were interested in bringing the performing arts to our community. 
 
Over the last 31 years, the FCA has presented a diverse lineup of over 140 nationally 
recognized performers, now at the Harris Center, offering affordable performances that 
make high-quality music accessible to local residents. From classical crossover and 
Broadway-style performances to innovative contemporary ensembles, FCA helps ensure 
that Folsom’s performing arts scene remains vibrant, welcoming, and inclusive. 
 
Beyond the stage, FCA’s impact reaches deep into the community. The nonprofit funds 
three cornerstone programs – Senior Outreach, Instrument Refurbishment, and 
Scholarships – to ensure that music reaches audiences of all ages and backgrounds. 
 
Thousands of seniors live in residential, memory care, and independent senior living 
communities. FCA watched its concert goers transition and become unable to attend live 
performances. Research shows that music can reduce stress, ease loneliness, and 
improve memory for those living with dementia. By bringing student and professional 
musicians to them, FCA lifts spirits, fosters a love of the arts, and nurtures meaningful 
relationships. 
 
Every child deserves the chance to make music, but access to quality instruments is out 
of reach for many students and schools in need. Millions still lack access, and many 
programs can’t serve willing students because they don’t have enough playable 
instruments. FCA receives instrument donations, refurbishes them, and distributes 
them to local elementary, middle, and high schools, ensuring students can participate 
without barriers. 
 
High school seniors across our region have aspirations to enter the performing arts. To 
help turn these dreams into reality, FCA supports students through its annual 
Performing Arts Scholarship Program. Together, FCA has provided $96,000 in college 
scholarships to 32 high school seniors pursuing the arts. 
 
FCA also actively partners with local businesses, volunteers, and community 
organizations to strengthen Folsom’s arts ecosystem. Through outreach events, 
sponsorship collaborations, and community engagement efforts, FCA not only promotes 
the arts but builds meaningful relationships that support the broader cultural and 
economic vitality of Folsom. 
 
Even as arts organizations nationwide faced pandemic-related setbacks, FCA expanded 
its outreach, rebuilt audiences, and developed new partnerships to ensure live music 



remained accessible and relevant. This resilience reflects FCA’s deep commitment to 
community connection, not just performances, but relationships. 
 
The City of Folsom’s Arts & Culture Achievement Awards were created to recognize 
individuals and organizations that contribute to the city’s creative and cultural 
landscape across disciplines, including performing arts and arts education. FCA 
embodies these goals through its consistent dedication to artistic excellence, education, 
and community service. 
 
For its lasting contributions to Folsom’s cultural life, its investment in young musicians 
and seniors, and its ongoing leadership in bringing live music to our community, the 
Folsom Concert Association is deeply deserving of recognition with the Folsom Arts & 
Culture Achievement Award. 
 
 
Nominee: Anandamela, Inc.  Category: Traditional Arts 
 
 

• I am honored to nominate Anandamela, Inc., a Bangladeshi American cultural 
organization that has been a pillar of our Northern California community since 
2008. Over the past seventeen years, I have not only observed their work from a 
distance—I have lived it, experienced it, and felt its impact on my own family. 
Each year, when Anandamela hosts Boishakhi Mela to celebrate Pohela Boishakh, 
it feels as though a small piece of Bangladesh comes alive right here in the 
Greater Sacramento area. From the moment guests step onto the festival 
grounds, they are welcomed with warmth and familiarity—the kind that instantly 
makes you feel at home, even thousands of miles away from where your roots 
began. 
 
I have watched the stage light up with classical and folk dances, heartfelt Bangla 
songs, poetry, and children’s performances. Some of my favorite moments have 
been seeing young performers—many of whom were born and raised here—
present traditional music and dance with such confidence. Seeing the next 
generation embrace our heritage with pride is profoundly meaningful. These are 
moments that stay with you long after the festival ends. 
 
What continues to impress me year after year is the unwavering dedication of 
Anandamela’s volunteers. Organizing an event that draws seven to eight hundred 
people from across Sacramento, Folsom, Davis, Roseville, Reno, and the Bay Area 
is no small feat. Yet every detail—from the decorations to the rehearsals to the 
hospitality—is handled with care, commitment, and a genuine love for 
community. Their work is driven by passion rather than recognition, and that 
passion is evident in every aspect of the celebration. 
 
Boishakhi Mela has grown beyond a cultural gathering; it has become a place 
where families reconnect with traditions, where newcomers feel welcomed, and 
where people from all backgrounds come together to share in the joy of 



celebration. For my family and many others, it has become a cherished annual 
tradition that strengthens our connection to our roots while building bridges 
across communities. 
 
Pohela Boishakh symbolizes renewal, unity, and hope. Through Boishakhi Mela, 
Anandamela brings that spirit to Northern California year after year. Their long-
standing commitment to cultural preservation, community building, and 
intergenerational connection makes them truly deserving of this recognition. 

 

• I am honored to nominate Anandamela, Inc. for this award because I have 
personally witnessed the meaningful role it plays in bringing people together 
through culture. For nearly two decades, Anandamela has created a space where 
Bengali heritage is not only preserved, but warmly shared with the broader 
Northern California community. 
  
Each year, the Boishakhi Mela feels less like a formal event and more like a 
heartfelt gathering. I have seen families from many different backgrounds—South 
Asian and non-South Asian alike—walking through the festival grounds, 
sampling traditional foods, watching children perform dances, and listening to 
live Bangla music. Even those unfamiliar with Bengali culture quickly feel 
included. 
  
The festival is rooted in Bengali tradition, yet it never feels exclusive. Instead, it 
invites curiosity. From colorful fashion, clothing, jewelry, and food stalls to 
poetry, puppet shows, and music performances, the event offers something for 
everyone. It creates natural opportunities for conversation and connection across 
cultures. 
  
The reach of Anandamela extends well beyond one neighborhood. I have met 
attendees who travel from Sacramento, Davis, Antelope, Rancho Cordova, 
Folsom, El Dorado Hills, Roseville, Rocklin, Reno, and even the Bay Area. Seeing 
such geographic diversity gathered in one place is powerful. 
 
Another meaningful aspect is the way Anandamela bridges cultural celebration 
with civic engagement. Local leaders—including mayors, councilmembers, and 
members of Congress—have attended and offered support. 
  
In a time when division can feel common, Anandamela demonstrates something 
different.  Through music, dance, food, and storytelling, it builds understanding 
in a natural and joyful way for other communities. It preserves the richness of 
Bengali heritage while making it accessible to people of all backgrounds. 
  
For these reasons, I believe Anandamela, Inc. deserves this recognition. It is not 
just organizing an annual festival; it is quietly building bridges year after year, 
creating shared experiences that foster unity and appreciation across diverse 
communities. 

 



Arts Achievement Award Program 
Past Award Winners 

 
2003- Curtis Gaesser, Music Director from the Folsom High School, and Deirdre 
Hawkins, Owner and Director of Hawkins School of Performing Arts 
  
2004 - Teachers Lori Emmington and Chris Gilbert; and Mervyns  
 
2005 - Bruce Woodbury, Folsom Symphony and Lori Wille, Folsom Gourd Festival; 
Jerry Bernau and Bobby Coyote for Public Art 
 
2006 - Dick Merz and Claudia Cummings, for a lengthy list of contributions to the arts 
 
2007- Folsom Patrons of the Arts, Stages – Northern California Performing Arts, and 
The Wine Gallery 
 
2008 - Sharon Penrose, teacher; Giovanna Stark, American Visions Art Gallery; Folsom 
Hills Elementary School and Folsom Hills PTO. 
 
2009 - McCarthy Cook Co. for Public Art, Caryn Rizell, ACC and Patrons of the Arts 
 
2010 - Folsom Arts Association, Lori Anderson President 
 
2011 - Elliott Homes, for the art at the Palladio Mall, Marsha Williams Miller of Folsom 
Symphony;  Cynthia Abraham, 48 Natoma Gallery Director; Barbara Otey of the FAA. 
 
2012 - Cindy Baker Murer House City Council Resolution; Mike Jimena, Connie 
Mackenhaupt, Allen Smeltz, Sutter Street Theater Arts Achievement 
 
2013 - Folsom Lake Community Concert Association – City Council Resolution of 
Commendation and Lori Anderson, President of the Folsom Arts Association – Arts 
Achievement Recognition Award 
 
2014 - Bonita Chimes, photography instructor for the ACC Certificate of Recognition, 
Nicholson Music company for the City Council Resolution of Commendation 
 
2015 – Folsom High School Theater Department – for the City Council Resolution of 
Commendation, and Colleen Grey from Oak Hills Church Art Camp for the ACC 
Certificate of Recognition 
 
2016 – Sunny Mitchell- American Legend – A Tribute to Johnny Cash’s Life in Song 
$5,000 donation to the City of Folsom towards the public art project - for the City 
Council Resolution of Commendation; John and Loretta Hettinger, International 
Bluegrass Music Association – ACC Arts Achievement Recognition Award 
 



2017 - Ved Narayan All American High School Film Festival 2017– ACC Arts 
Achievement Recognition Award; The Folsom Lake Symphony –for the City Council 
Resolution of Commendation 
 
2018 – Tony Nguyen – Dance Instructor Hawkins School of Preforming Arts – ACC Arts 
Achievement Recognition Award; Jeff Carter, Art Instructor Folsom High School –  
ACC Arts Achievement Recognition Award 
 
2019 - Folsom Concert Association - for the City Council Resolution of Commendation 
providing opportunities for the community to enjoy professional musicians at local 
concerts, musical education and enjoyment at schools and senior care facilities, as well 
as student scholarships to support future musical and theatrical arts 
 
2021 - 2BGlass (Tate Bezdek, Aaron Bezdek, Ash Koss) City Council Resolution of 
Commendation for partnering on the Annual Glass Pumpkin Patch event, and Kat 
Bahry, Oak Chan elementary School Principal for Art Education 
 
2022 – Theory Dance (Arts and Culture Commission Certificate of Recognition) and 
Ritu Thirunahari (Arts and Culture Commission Certificate) 
 
2023 – Leadership Folsom Class 2022-2023 (Folsom City Council Resolution of 
Commendation) and Mindy Andrus (Arts and Culture Commission Certificate) 
 
2024 – Folsom Arts Association (Folsom City Council Resolution of Commendation) 
and Tiffany Ramirez of Artisan Mind (Arts and Culture Commission Certificate) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INFORMATIONAL ITEM 7A 
Arts and Culture Commission 

  March 26, 2026 
 
TO:  Arts and Culture Commission 
 
FROM: Tom Hellmann, Recreation & Community Services Manager 
  Nadia Khhokhhar-Roberts, Recreation Coordinator II 
 
SUBJECT:  GALLERY AT 48 NATOMA 
 
 
INFORMATION 
The Gallery at 48 Natoma held receptions for, “TWO INSPIRATIONS” and "ZOOM." 
Both exhibitions had a successful reception with over 130 in attendance on January 23, 
2026. The Gallery also hosted a film screening on February 26, of "The World According 
to Earl," a short film by Deborah Pittman, our featured ceramicist in the Gallery.  
  
The next Gallery exhibition titled "Sombremesa, Where Conversation Becomes Culture," 
will feature ceramic works and paintings by Alejandra and Luis Magaña of ALMa Design 
Studio, exploring partnership, cultural heritage, and an ancient visual language that 
bridges function, form, and a shared creative life. These works will be on display from 
May 1 through July 1, 2026. 
 
The Community Gallery will host the El Dorado Hills Artists Association Studio Tour, 
highlighting diverse works by participating local artists, offering a first look at the art 
featured throughout the Open Studio Tour event on May 16 and 17. This exhibition will 
run from April 28 through June 18, 2026. 
 
The next Arist’s Reception will be on Friday, May 1, 2026, from 6:00-8:00pm at the 
Gallery at 48 Natoma and we encourage our commission to attend. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Sombremesa Exhibition Flyer 
2. Image from Film Screening Event 
3. Image from Upcoming Exhibition 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 
 

 



INFORMATIONAL ITEM 7B 
Arts and Culture Commission 

  March 26,2026 
 
TO:  Arts and Culture Commission 
 
FROM: Tom Hellmann, Community & Cultural Services Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
 
Notable Updates: 

• Join the City and the community for Festival of Eggs hosted on Saturday, April 4 
starting at 8:00am at Lembi Community Park. There are plenty of eggs to receive as 
visitors travel the bunny trail with select community partners. 

 

 
 

• The community build at Castle Park will take place April 7-12. Over 800 volunteers 
have registered to assist in this build led by the Parks and Recreation Department. 
Look for more details about an opening ceremony to come. 

 

• The Folsom Bike Park is nearing completion of the renovation and will be ready for the 
community to enjoy this spring and summer. A grand reopening event is being 
planned by our partners at Folsom Auburn Trail Riders Action Coalition (FATRAC) to 
be held on Saturday, May 16. Follow Folsom Parks and Recreation and Folsom Bike 
Park on Facebook for details along with information in the upcoming City Enews. 
 

• Romo Studios has begun work on Hello, I’m Johnny Cash as the next art experience on 
the Johnny Cash Trail. It will take a full 12 months for this sculpture to be completed. 
As progress continues, I will keep the commission informed. 
 
 



• City staff along with councilmembers continue planning the City of Folsom’s 80th 
celebration to be held on May 9, 2026. The day will be full of entertainment, games, 
food, and the return of the Snail Races to commemorate the 80th birthday of the City of 
Folsom. 

 

 
  

 

 


