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FOLSOM FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Home Fire Risk — Quick Reference for Folsom Residents 
Defensible Space  •  Home Hardening  •  Inside your Home  •  Be ready to go 

Folsom's hot, dry summers, oak woodlands, and abundant open space create real wildfire risk for our neighborhoods. The good news: 
research after major California fires shows that homes survive when residents do a few specific things ahead of time. This guide summarizes 
the highest-value actions you can take today to protect your family, your home, and your neighbors. 

DEFENSIBLE SPACE — THE THREE ZONES 

California organizes the area around a home into three zones. Zone 0 is the most important: ember intrusion in the first 5 ft is the leading 
cause of home loss in wildland fires. 

Zone Distance Goal What to do 

Zone 0 0 – 5 ft from any 
structure, deck, or 
attached fence 

Ember-resistant. Nothing here 
should be able to ignite. 

• Use gravel, pavers, or bare soil — no bark or wood 
mulch. 
• No plants right against siding, especially under 
windows. 
• Keep gutters and roof valleys clear of leaves and 
needles. 
• Replace the first 5 ft of any wood fence touching the 
house with metal or masonry. 
• Move firewood, propane tanks, and recycling bins 
out of this zone. 

Zone 1 5 – 30 ft Lean, clean, and green. Break 
up the fuel. 

• Remove dead plants, dry leaves, and pine needles. 
• Keep grass mowed to 4 inches or less. 
• Space shrubs and trees so flames can't jump 
between them. 
• Prune tree limbs at least 10 ft from the chimney and 
6 ft from the ground. 
• Move trash bins, lumber, and patio cushions inside 
or far from the house. 

Zone 2 30 – 100 ft (or to your 
property line) 

Reduce fuel so an approaching 
fire loses energy. 

• Cut annual grasses down to 4 inches. 
• Create horizontal spacing between shrubs and tree 
groups. 
• Remove ladder fuels — low branches and brush 
under trees. 
• Keep 10 ft clearance around propane tanks and 
outbuildings. 
• Stack firewood at least 30 ft from the home, 
covered. 

 

FOLSOM-SPECIFIC REMINDERS 
Weed abatement deadline: All abatement must be complete by June 1 each year. Folsom Municipal Code Ch. 3, §320–321 requires 
defensible space of at least 30 ft from structures; the Fire Chief may extend this to 100 ft in high-hazard areas. 
Report a hazard: Vacant lots and overgrown vegetation can be reported through SeeClickFix Folsom or by calling the Folsom Fire 
Department at 916-461-6300. 
Zone 0 update: California is finalizing statewide Zone 0 rules under AB 3074 and SB 504. Treat the 0–5 ft zone as ember-resistant now — it 
is the single most effective change you can make. 
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HARDEN YOUR HOME 

Embers can travel a mile or more ahead of a fire. Most homes lost in a wildfire ignite from embers — not from a wall of flame. Close the small 
openings embers exploit. 

• Roof: Use Class A roofing (composition, metal, or tile). Clear leaves and needles from valleys, gutters, and skylights every fall and after 
windstorms. 

• Vents: Cover attic, soffit, foundation, and dryer vents with 1/8-inch metal mesh (no fiberglass). Replace older louvered vents with 
ember-resistant models. 

• Eaves & soffits: Box in (enclose) open eaves with stucco, fiber cement, or other non-combustible material. 

• Windows: Dual-pane windows with at least one tempered pane resist heat far better than single-pane. Close them before evacuating. 

• Siding: Stucco, fiber cement, or metal siding outperforms wood. Caulk gaps where two surfaces meet. 
• Decks: Sweep regularly. Don't store anything flammable underneath — including patio cushions, doormats, or recycling. 

• Garage: Weatherstrip the garage door so embers can't blow in. Keep flammable liquids in approved cabinets. 

• Address: Make sure your house number is visible from the street, in numerals at least 4 inches tall, with contrasting background. 

INSIDE YOUR HOME 

Smoke and CO alarms 

• Install smoke alarms inside every bedroom, outside each sleeping area, and on every level. Add carbon monoxide alarms near sleeping 
areas. 

• Test alarms monthly, replace batteries yearly, and replace the alarms themselves every 10 years. 

Kitchen 

• Stay in the kitchen when frying, grilling, or broiling — cooking is the leading cause of home fires. 

• For a grease fire: slide a lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Never use water. 

• Keep towels, packaging, and pot holders at least 3 feet from the stove. 

Electrical and heating 

• Don't run extension cords under rugs or through doorways. Use surge-protected power strips. 

• Give space heaters 3 ft of clearance and plug them directly into the wall — never a power strip. 

• Have your chimney inspected and cleaned each year before fireplace season. 

Escape plan 

• Walk every room and identify two ways out. Practice the plan with everyone twice a year. 

• Pick an outside meeting place. If smoke fills the air, stay low, close doors behind you, and don't go back in. 

BE READY: READY, SET, GO! 

Folsom Fire and Cal Fire use the Ready, Set, Go! framework. Know what each step means before fire season starts. 

Phase What it means for you 

READY Long before a fire — complete defensible space and home hardening; sign up for emergency alerts at 
folsomready.com and Sacramento County Alert; map two ways out of your neighborhood. 

SET Fire weather forecast or nearby start — pack your Go Bag (IDs, medications, phone charger, cash, water, change 
of clothes, important documents, comfort items for kids/pets); park your car facing out; close interior doors and 
windows; keep pets close. 

GO Evacuation ordered, or you feel unsafe — leave early. Do not wait to be told twice. Take your Go Bag, follow the 
evacuation route given by officials, and check on neighbors who may need help if it is safe to do so. 

 

KEY CONTACTS 
Emergency: 9-1-1  •  Folsom Fire Department (non-emergency): 916-461-6301 
Fire Prevention & Weed Abatement: folsom.ca.us/government/fire 
Wildfire Preparedness (Ready, Set, Go!): folsom.ca.us/residents/emergency-information/wildfire-preparedness 
Report a Hazard: SeeClickFix Folsom app or call 916-461-6300  •  Statewide Guidance: readyforwildfire.org 

 


