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CITY OF FOLSOM 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2026 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  

6:30 P.M. 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

50 NATOMA STREET, FOLSOM, CALIFORNIA 
www.folsom.ca.us 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
  
2. ROLL CALL:  Commission Members: Matt Hedges, Brian Wallace, Sandy Econome, Jim Ortega, 

Dustin Silva, Dean Williams 
 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
4. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: 
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

A. Approve the draft meeting minutes from May 5, 2026. 
 
6. ACTION ITEMS/STAFF REPORTS: 

None 
7. SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS: 

A.  FY 2026/27 Budget Recap and Report back – Jamison Larson, Sr. Management Analyst 
B.  Zoo Sanctuary Operations, Jocelyn Smelter, Zoo Sanctuary Manager 
C.  Castle Park Project Recap, Brad Nelson, Park Planning Manager 
    

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
A. Budget/Finance (Ortega, Hedges, and Silva) 
B. Planning, Development & Renovations (Econome, Williams, and Wagner) 
C. Operations (Ortega, Silva, and Wallace) 
D. Zoo Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee (Econome, Hedges, and Wallace) 

  
9. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:  

A. Monthly Report – Kelly Gonzalez, Parks & Recreation Director 
B. Parks & Recreation Director Report – Kelly Gonzalez, Parks & Recreation Director 

 
10. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:  

 
11. ADJOURNMENT:  
 
Notice:  Members of the Public are entitled to directly address the Commission concerning any item that is described in 
the notice of this meeting, before or during consideration of that item.  If you wish to address the Commission on an issue 

http://www.folsom.ca.us/
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which is on this agenda, please complete a speaker request card, and deliver it to a staff member at the table on the left 
side of the Council Chambers prior to discussion of the item. When your name is called, stand to be recognized by the 
Chairperson and then proceed to the podium. If you wish to address the Commission on any other item of interest to the 
public, when the Chairperson asks if there is any “Business from the Floor,” follow the same procedure as described 
above. Please limit your comments to three minutes or less. 

As presiding officer, the Chairperson has the authority to preserve order at all Parks & Recreation Commission meetings, 
to remove or cause the removal of any person from any such meeting for disorderly conduct, or for making personal, 
impertinent, or slanderous remarks, using profanity, or becoming boisterous, threatening or personally abusive while 
addressing said Commission, and to enforce the rules of the Commission. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and need a disability–related 
modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the Parks & Recreation Department at (916) 
461-6606, (916) 351-5931 (fax) or estrawn@folsom.ca.us. Requests must be made as early as possible and at least two 
full business days before the start of the meeting. 

The City of Folsom provides archived webcasts of Parks & Recreation Commission meetings. The webcasts can be found 
on the Online Services page of the City’s website www.folsom.ca.us. Any documents produced by the City and distributed 
to the Parks & Recreation Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made available at the Parks & 
Recreation Department at 50 Natoma Street, Folsom, California during normal business hours. 

mailto:estrawn@folsom.ca.us
http://www.folsom.ca.us/
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CITY OF FOLSOM 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  

TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2026, 6:30 P.M. 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES  

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: The Parks & Recreation Meeting was called to Order at 6:30 p.m. 
  
2. ROLL CALL:  Commission Members: Matt Hedges, Brian Wallace, Sandy Econome, Jim Ortega, 

Dustin Silva, Alayna Wagner, Dean Williams 
 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited 
 
4. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: 
 No business from the floor 
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Approve the draft meeting minutes from March 31, 2026. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ortega, seconded by Commissioner Silva, to approve the March 31, 2026, 
Meeting Minutes.  
 
AYES: Commission Members: Hedges, Wallace, Econome, Ortega, Silva, Wagner, Williams 
NOES:  Commission Members: None   
ABSENT: Commission Members: None  
ABSTAIN: Commission Members: None  

 
6. ACTION ITEMS/STAFF REPORTS: 

A. Presentation of Proposed Fiscal Year 2026-27 Parks & Recreation Budget and Service Level Impacts, 
with Parks & Recreation Commission's Recommendation to the City Council for Appropriation of 
Funding for the Proposed Fiscal Year 2026-27 Capital Improvement Plan 
 
Presentation given by Bryan Whitemyer, City Manager, Kelly Gonzalez, Parks & Recreation Director, 
Jamison Larson, Sr. Management Analyst, Tom Hellmann, Recreation and Community Services Manager, 
regarding current costs.  
 
Ryan Neves presented the Capital Improvement Plan for the upcoming fiscal year. 
 
Motion was made by Vice Chair Hedges to approve the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Capital Improvement Plan. 
This motion was seconded by Vice Chair Wallace. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Page 2 of 3 

AYES: Commission Members: Hedges, Wallace, Econome, Ortega, Silva, Wagner, Williams 
NOES:  Commission Members: None   
ABSENT: Commission Members: None  
ABSTAIN: Commission Members: None  
 
B. Approval of the Jackrabbit Hill Park Master Development Plan 
Presentation given by Kate Cannon-Nguyen, Park Planner II, providing the outline of the Jackrabbit Hill 
Park Master Development Plan. 
 
Kinga Major, Ariana DeLa Cruz, and Ava Sorber discussed adding a volleyball court and fencing 
around the field to prevent balls from rolling into the street. 
 
Motion was made by Chair Hedges to approve the Jackrabbit Hill Park Master Development Plan. This 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Econome. 
 
AYES: Commission Members: Hedges, Wallace, Econome, Ortega, Silva, Wagner, Williams 
NOES:  Commission Members: None   
ABSENT: Commission Members: None  
ABSTAIN: Commission Members: None  

 
7. SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS: 

None 
    

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
A. Budget/Finance (Ortega, Hedges, and Silva) 
B. Planning, Development & Renovations (Econome, Williams, and Wagner) 
C. Operations (Ortega, Silva, and Wallace) 
D. Zoo Sanctuary Ad Hoc Committee (Econome, Hedges, and Wallace) 

  
9. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:  

A. Monthly Report – Kelly Gonzalez, Parks & Recreation Director 
B. Parks & Recreation Director Report – Kelly Gonzalez, Parks & Recreation Director 
 
Kelly Gonzalez, Parks & Recreation Director, highlighted areas of the Monthly & Director’s Report. 

 
10. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:  
 
 Commissioner Wallace thanked staff for the budget information and for the City Manager being present. 
 

Commissioner Wagner commented on L&L and suggested having one person to help residents understand 
how the funds work and don’t work. Commented on the trees around Davies Park and wondered where 
the City is to replant the trees that had been taken down. 
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Commissioner Silva appreciated City Manager being there and helping clarify some issues. 
 
Commission Ortega also commented on City Manager being present and the work of the Parks & 
Recreation staff.  Also, commented on the need to cut services if we have to cut funds. 
 
Commissioner Econome appreciated the fiscal year presentation and the work that was done. 
 
Chair Hedges also thanked the City Manager for being present, the first time in 7 years of being on the 
Parks & Recreation Commission. 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Meeting was adjorned at 9:21 p.m. 

 
Notice:  Members of the Public are entitled to directly address the Commission concerning any item that is described in 
the notice of this meeting, before or during consideration of that item.  If you wish to address the Commission on an issue 
which is on this agenda, please complete a speaker request card, and deliver it to a staff member at the table on the left 
side of the Council Chambers prior to discussion of the item. When your name is called, stand to be recognized by the 
Chairperson and then proceed to the podium. If you wish to address the Commission on any other item of interest to the 
public, when the Chairperson asks if there is any “Business from the Floor,” follow the same procedure as described 
above. Please limit your comments to three minutes or less. 

As presiding officer, the Chairperson has the authority to preserve order at all Parks & Recreation Commission meetings, 
to remove or cause the removal of any person from any such meeting for disorderly conduct, or for making personal, 
impertinent, or slanderous remarks, using profanity, or becoming boisterous, threatening or personally abusive while 
addressing said Commission, and to enforce the rules of the Commission. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and need a disability–related 
modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the Parks & Recreation Department at (916) 
461-6606, (916) 351-5931 (fax) or estrawn@folsom.ca.us. Requests must be made as early as possible and at least two 
full business days before the start of the meeting. 

The City of Folsom provides archived webcasts of Parks & Recreation Commission meetings. The webcasts can be found 
on the Online Services page of the City’s website www.folsom.ca.us. Any documents produced by the City and distributed 
to the Parks & Recreation Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made available at the Parks & 
Recreation Department at 50 Natoma Street, Folsom, California during normal business hours. 

mailto:estrawn@folsom.ca.us
http://www.folsom.ca.us/


Parks & Recreation Committee Subcommittee Meetings 2026
Subcommitte Staff Liaison Agenda Topics
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Budget & Finance FY26/27 15th
Ortega Kelly Gonzalez
Hedges Jamison Larson
Silva Tom Hellman

Chris O'Keefe
Brad Nelson

Planning, Dev. & Renov.
Benevento/Jack 
Rabbit 16th 17th

Econome Kelly Gonzalez
Wagner Brad Nelson
Williams Chris O'Keefe

Jamison Larson

Operations
Ortega Kelly Gonzalez
Silva Chris O'Keefe
Wallace Jamison Larson

Tom Hellman

Ad-Hoc Subcommittees

Zoo Sanctuary
Review of draft 
master plan 3rd

Econome Kelly Gonzalez 31st
Hedges Jocelyn Smeltzer
Wallace Jamison Larson

Meeting Dates 



 FOLSOM, CA – ESTABLISHED 1946  

 
 

Parks & Recreation Commission 
SUBCOMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

2026-updated on 12.02.25 
 
 
BUDGET & FINANCE 
Chair Jim Ortega 
Matt Hedges 
Dustin Silva 
Staff: Kelly Gonzalez, Jamison Larson, Tom Hellmann, Chris O’Keefe, Brad Nelson 
 
PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & RENOVATIONS 
Sandy Econome 
Dean Williams 
Chair Alayna Wagner 
Staff: Kelly Gonzalez, Brad Nelson, Chris O’Keefe, Jamison Larson 
 
OPERATIONS  
Jim Ortega 
Dustin Silva 
Brian Wallace 
Staff: Kelly Gonzalez, Chris O’Keefe, Jamison Larson, Tom Hellmann 
 
 
AD HOC COMMITTEE 
Zoo Sanctuary   
Matt Hedges   
Brian Wallace 
Sandy Econome 

  

Staff: Kelly Gonzalez, Jocelyn Smeltzer, and Jamison Larson 
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PARTICIPATION�
Participation in classes, camps, activities, and parties
Aquatics 23,645

Community and Cultural Services 8,832

Sports 4,791

Zoo Sanctuary 787

TOTAL 38,055

Guest Entry at Recreation Facilities
Aquatics 16,637

Zoo Sanctuary (General) 6,636

Zoo Sanctuary (Tours) 179

TOTAL 23,450

Special Events—Estimated Attendance
Summer Movies (Sports Complex) 250

Summer Concerts (June 27 and July 11) 2,000

PARTICIPATION GRAND TOTAL 63,757
Grazing goats have been clearing dry brush and overgrown weeds across Folsom  
to help reduce wildfire risk by chomping through dry brush and overgrown weeds 
across the city.
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RENTALS�
Aquatic Center Lane Hours 3,085
City Sports Field Hours 2,526
Community Facilities 48
Park Picnic Pavilions 28
Vista HS Lane Hours 796

VOLUNTEER HOURS�
Adopt-A-Trail 98

Friends of the Zoo 69

Zoo Docents 908

Zoo General/Misc 349

VOLUNTEER HOURS GRAND TOTAL 1,424

PUBLIC SAFETY & FIRE PREVENTION�
Acres of Weed Abatement 40

Acres of Ladder Fuel Mitigation 2

COMMUNICATIONS�
Marketing/PR

E-News Articles 12

Printed Citywide Newsletter 8

Miscellaneous Print/Digital Media 49
Social Media @FolsomParksandRec
Facebook Followers 14,158

Instagram Followers 9,222

Engagement: 8,467  |  Reach: 674,437

Top Monthly Post: Castle Park Reopens!

Social Media @FolsomCityZooSanctuary
Facebook Followers 19,819

Instagram Followers 9,690

Engagement: 1,384  |  Reach: 45,999
Top Monthly Post: Don’t forger to stop and smell the 
paper towel!

CUSTOMER SERVICE�
Park Maintenance and Municipal Landscape Services

SeeClickFix Work Orders Completed 180
Residents dance the night away at the June 27 summer concert.

Summer CAVE Teen Camp participants enjoy a fun-filled visit to Dave & Buster’s, one of 
our community partners.
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PARK PLANNING�
Benevento Park
Planning                  Community Engagement                  Design & Engineering                  Construction                  OPEN!
Castle Park Play Structure Replacement
Planning                  Community Engagement                  Design & Engineering                  Construction                  OPEN!
Jackrabbit Hill Park
Planning                  Community Engagement                  Design & Engineering                  Construction                  OPEN!
Livermore Park Phase 5A
Planning                  Community Engagement                  Design & Engineering                  Construction                  OPEN!
Neighborhood Park #2
Planning                  Community Engagement                  Design & Engineering                  Construction                  OPEN!

TRAIL PLANNING�
Number of visitors on the Johnny Cash Trail� 11,172
East Bidwell Pedestrian Overcrossing
Planning                          Funding                          Design & Engineering                          Construction                          OPEN!
Folsom Boulevard Bike/Ped Overcrossing Feasibility Study
Planning                          Funding                          Design & Engineering                          Construction                          OPEN!
Folsom-Placerville Rail Trail
Planning                          Funding                          Design & Engineering                          Construction                          OPEN!
Highway 50 Class I Trail Undercrossing & Trail Improvements
Planning                          Funding                          Design & Engineering                          Construction                          OPEN!
Mangini Ranch Trails
Planning                          Funding                          Design & Engineering                          Construction                          OPEN!
Regency Trails
Planning                          Funding                          Design & Engineering                          Construction                          OPEN!
Southeast Connector Trail (White Rock Road)
Planning                          Funding                          Design & Engineering                          Construction                          OPEN!

MISSION
The Parks & Recreation Department is committed to being a leader in creating and maintaining facilities, parks, programs, 
and services that enhance the quality of life and reflect the changing needs of our community and environment.
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The City of Folsom Adopted the Strategic Plan FY 2023–24 through FY 2027–28
The Parks & Recreation Department is dedicated to supporting the goals and initiatives of the Strategic Plan. The goals 
identified by the City Council include Financial Stability, Public Safety and Infrastructure, Economic and Community 
Development, and Organization Effectiveness. 
 

GOAL A: Financial Stability and Sustainability 
Support fiscal health through long-term planning, cost control, heightened efficiency, increased revenue, 
and cost recovery. 

•	 Blue Shield of California donated $5,000 to the Friends of the Folsom Zoo and are already planning dates to help 
decorate for Wild Nights and Holiday Lights on November 5 and 13. 

•	 Girl Scout Group #4028 raised and donated $530 to the Folsom City Zoo Sanctuary, along with a dozen hand-
drawn cards outlining their love and support for the zoo sanctuary. 

•	 Staff met with Robinett Economics to complete the final review of the Folsom City Zoo Sanctuary Economic 
Report. The report is being finalized and will be presented to the Commission and City Council in September. 
This report was funded by the Friends of the Folsom Zoo and will help to set the stage for necessary 
adjustments to the Zoo operations, offerings, and programs.

GOAL B: Public Safety and Infrastructure 
Enhance provision of public safety resources, invest in technological solutions, and maintain, repair, and 
improve public facilities and infrastructure. 

•	 The Municipal Landscape Services (MLS) Division completed seasonal weed abatement across 511 acres, 
primarily utilizing grazing herds, with manual crews performing line trimming in areas where grazing was not 
feasible. Late-season rainfall resulted in additional vegetation growth, requiring approximately 100 acres to 
undergo a second round of grazing or trimming. Grazing herds have been scheduled, and MLS staff is actively 
line trimming high-risk areas to maintain defensible conditions and support ongoing wildfire mitigation efforts.

•	 MLS Division staff replaced four irrigation controllers in the districts of Broadstone 3 and American River Canyon 
North. Updating these controllers, many of which are approximately 30 years old, means better technology 
and capability, including water flow sensing packages for early leak detection, automatic up to date weather-
based scheduling, the ability to program remotely, and to see live alerts or issues in our central irrigation control 
software from our offices on Stafford Street. 

•	 Municipal Landscape Services (MLS) Division staff completed the Walden Pond floating pennywort removal test 
project. Over the course of four days, staff utilized a john boat, borrowed a tractor from the Streets Division, and 
were assisted by two volunteers to remove thousands of pounds of invasive floating pennywort from Walden 
Pond. Continued maintenance of this waterway would potentially be best suited for regular volunteer projects, 
as the demand on our already limited staffing was substantial for the duration of the project.

•	 The Steve Miklos Aquatic Center received two Jeff Ellis and Associates Safety Audits on June 18 and July 15. During 
both audits the facility was observed to EXCEED Comprehensive Aquatic Risk Management Program standards.    

•	 From June 16 through July 15 the lifeguard staff at the Steve Miklos Aquatic Center responded to and performed 
132 rescues.  

•	 The Folsom City Zoo Sanctuary’s grounds team continues to make improvements, including repairing bear pool 
systems, painting handrails, painting buildings, putting up privacy mesh for the animals, landscaping the front 
of the zoo, landscaping around the Barnyard Experience area, weed whacking, repairing a window frame in 
the Goffin’s Cockatoo enclosure, building mister systems, battling wasps, directing tree trimming projects, and 
repairing a raised platform for bears. 
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• Led by Zoo Sanctuary Manager Jocelyn Smeltzer, the Folsom City Zoo Sanctuary completed a front entrance
landscaping improvement project on July 8 with the support of Leadership Folsom volunteers, a dedicated
volunteer docent, and the zoo’s grounds team. Together, the team planted dozens of donated native plants,
transforming the entrance into a more welcoming and attractive space for guests. Special thanks to Leadership
Folsom for coordinating the generous plant donations from Hemington Landscapes Inc. and Green Acres
Nursery & Supply, whose contributions helped make the project possible.

• The Recreation and Community Services Division and Park Planning Division met with a representative from
Musco Lighting to begin the outdoor futsal sports court project at the Andy Morin Sports Complex. These courts
will be added over the existing black top area where outside basketball courts have been, as they are not used
or needed. The additional futsal courts will be great for individuals and teams to rent and use along with future
programming for leagues.

• The Benevento Family Park project remains on schedule. The consultant team submitted the design
development package, and City staff are currently conducting a comprehensive review. Comments from all
reviewing departments are due to the consultant by July 30. Following the incorporation of City comments, the
project will advance into the construction documents phase while environmental review under CEQA continues.

• The Jackrabbit Hill Park project continues to progress on schedule. City staff completed their review of the design
development package and submitted consolidated comments to the consultant on July 16. The design team is
currently addressing those comments as the project advances toward the construction documents phase.

• The Request for Proposals (RFP) process for design services for Neighborhood Park #2 has progressed
successfully. The City received eight proposals from qualified consulting firms. Following evaluation of the
proposals, four firms have been selected to participate in interviews. Consultant interviews are scheduled in
August, after which a consultant will be selected to begin the park planning and design process.

• Castle Park celebrated its Grand Reopening on June 30, marking the completion of the community-led playground
renovation. The new playground is now open and being enjoyed by the community. Recently installed sod is
currently being established and remains temporarily closed to allow for proper rooting and long-term durability.
Once the establishment period is complete, the remaining turf areas will be opened, completing the final phase of
the project.

• The Livermore Community Park Phase 5 project continues to move forward. A pre-construction meeting was
held on July 17, with City staff, the contractor, and the City’s construction management consultant, Pinnacle,
to review project expectations, coordinate procedures, and the construction schedule. Construction activities
are expected to begin shortly, with the project focused on completing the new parking lot improvements and
associated site work.

• The Mangini Trails grading, drainage, and trail paving has been mostly completed at all trail segments. Minor
touch up from heavy equipment damage is being addressed. The contractor is currently addressing the final
details over the next couple weeks including safety fencing, sign relocation, culvert (drainage) extensions, and
minor repairs of failed sections of trail.

GOAL C: Economic and Community Development 
Promote effective use of existing amenities and resources to create future opportunities that enrich 
the community. 

• Dignity Health provided Stop the Bleed training to 51 staff at the Steve Miklos Aquatics Center on July 10 and 17. 
This training is led by staff at Dignity Health on controlling severe bleeding during an emergency response.

• The Folsom City Zoo Sanctuary participated in the Folsom Public Library’s Jungle Adventure Day on June 18. They 
brought animal visitors like Solomon the skink and Lily the desert tortoise and engaged with over 500 visitors 
over the course of an hour. There was a line outside the door for the entire hour!

• On July 5, the Folsom City Zoo Sanctuary introduced its invertebrate education cart, giving kids and adults an up-
close look at our jumping spider, scorpion, hissing cockroaches, and beetles. It was a huge hit and helped people 
overcome some of their fears around spiders and insects.
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GOAL D: Organization Effectiveness 
Build strong connections and support for the community and employees through a commitment to local 
government best practices and employee development, support, and retention to meet community needs. 

•	 Sea Squad Swim School provided 5,175 individual swim lessons from June 16 to July 15.  The last day of summer 
swim lessons is July 30.  Back to School swim lessons begin August 17 and have already reached capacity with  
96 participants. 

•	 The Senior Center was very busy June 16 to July 15. During this time, Ray Stevens rolled another perfect 300 
score in our weekly Wii Bowling meetup, several seniors participated in our Patriotic Week by embracing the 
theme and showing a wonderful display of red, white, and blue. In addition, seniors participated in tie-dying 
shirts for the Summer Tie-Dye Party where over 50 seniors celebrated summer with games, prizes, grilled hot 
dogs, and popsicles.  

•	 Destination Recreation continues to bring the fun all summer long for 80 participants each week. During the 
period of June 16 to July 15, they have participated in tasty Tuesdays that included the Pink Ice Cream Cart, 
Leatherby’s Ice Cream, Candy Sushi Making, Pizza Guys, and Smoothie Patrol. Camp has also participated in 
Thrilling Thursdays with Face Painting, Giant Sports Game Challenge, Ninja Speed Challenge, The Science Wizard 
and AmaSingh Magic. 

•	 Summer CAVE has had an adventure filled month from June 16 to July 15 with field trips to Wake Island 
Waterpark, Six Flags Discovery Kingdom, Folsom Lake, Sunsplash, and Dave & Busters. Camp has continued 
another successful summer with full registrations in camp weekly. 

•	 School Year CAVE opened registration on July 8. Registration has been strong for both CAVE sites with Sutter 
Middle School already being full and having a waitlist, while registration at Folsom Middle School is high but still 
has availability.  

•	 Contract camp programs continue to see strong attendance and are providing families with a wide variety of 
enrichment opportunities throughout the summer. Programs in STEM, robotics, coding, science, engineering, 
art, nature, language, and specialty enrichment continue to run successfully across multiple facilities throughout 
the city. 

•	 During the period of June 16 to July 15, the Parks & Recreation Department main phone number received 1,064 
calls from customers looking for assistance. Additionally, the Parks & Recreation Department received 79 emails 
during that same timeframe. 

•	 Penelope Crouse-Feehan, Sr. Recreation Coordinator submitted her resignation with her last day of employment 
being August 14. For more than eight years, Penelope faithfully served the Folsom community with passion, 
professionalism, and unwavering dedication. Throughout her tenure, she has consistently been a high performer 
and a trusted leader within our division. She developed and expanded youth recreation programs that have 
provided countless young people with opportunities to learn, compete, and build lifelong memories through 
sports. She played a pivotal role in revitalizing our adult sports programs, including the creation of our successful 
Bocce Ball League, which has become another valued recreational opportunity for our community. Penelope 
also served as the welcoming face of the Andy Morin Sports Complex, managing front office operations with 
professionalism, positivity, and genuine care. Whether assisting community members, supporting youth sports 
organizations, or working alongside volunteers, she consistently represented our department with excellence. 

•	 The Recreation and Community services division worked with Folsom Lake Surf soccer program, Aspire 
Volleyball, Folsom Girls Softball, and Folsom American and National Little leagues on scheduling of City and 
school amenities to ensure that facilities would be ready for their seasons being in August. 

•	 The Recreation and Community Services Division oversaw 23 different sports camps held at the Andy Morin 
Sports Complex and various park and school sites, with over 800 kids participating. 

•	 The Parks & Recreation Department hosted several successful community events during the reporting period of 
June 16 through July 15. On June 19, more than 250 attendees enjoyed a showing of Kicking & Screaming at the 
Andy Morin Sports Complex as part of the department’s outdoor movie series. On June 27, approximately 1,000 
community members gathered at Folsom City Lions Park to enjoy a live performance by Power Play Band. The 
reporting period concluded with another strong turnout on July 10, when approximately 1,000 attendees enjoyed 
an evening of live music from Night Owls during the third concert of the Summer of Music Concert Series.



 
 

   
 

A few highlights from the months of June & July 2026 
City Council Meeting Updates 
June 9 

• Resolution Adopting the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Operating and Capital Budgets for the City of 
Folsom, the Successor Agency, the Folsom Public Financing Authority, and the Folsom Ranch 
Public Financing Authority 
 

June 23  
• A Resolution Adopting the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Operating and Capital Budgets for the City of 

Folsom, the Successor Agency, the Folsom Public Financing Authority, and the Folsom Ranch 
Public Financing Authority (Continued from June 10, 2025)  

• A Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute an Agreement with Schneider 
Electric Buildings Americas, Inc. for the Development of an Energy Savings Conservation 
Project and Performance Contract in the Amount of $180,000 and Appropriation of Funds  
 

July 14 
• “National Zookeeper Week” Proclamation from the Mayor 
• “Parks Make Life Better” Month Proclamation from the Mayor 
• A Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Enter into an Employment Agreement for the 

Position of City Attorney 
 

Department Highlights and Summary 
• We want to thank Penelope Crouse-Feehan for her nine years of service with the City of 

Folsom Parks & Recreation Department, as she recently resigned for an opportunity at another 
organization. Penelope played a pivotal role in revitalizing our adult sports programs and 
served as the welcoming face of the Andy Morin Sports Complex.   Her influence extends well 
beyond the City of Folsom. Through her election to the California Park & Recreation Society 
(CPRS) District 2 Board of Directors, Penelope has helped advance the parks and recreation 
profession by developing educational opportunities, presenting at workshops and conferences, 
and sharing her knowledge with recreation professionals across the region. Her commitment to 
our profession reflects the same passion she has demonstrated every day in serving our 
community. 

• The City of Folsom is now accepting nominations for the Spirit of Folsom Award, recognizing 
outstanding Community Champions who make a meaningful difference in our community. 
Nominations are due August 7, 2026. Additional information, including eligibility and selection 
criteria, is available on the City of Folsom website or by calling (916) 461-6014. 

• July is Parks Make Life Better!® Month, and we were honored to receive a City Council 
proclamation recognizing the essential role parks and recreation play in strengthening our 
community. This year's National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) theme, "The Power 



 
 

   
 

of Parks," celebrates how parks create healthier people, stronger communities, and a higher 
quality of life for all. Thank you to Parks & Recreation Commission Vice Chair Brian Wallace 
and Commissioner Dean Williams for joining us during the City Council presentation and for 
their continued service to our community. 

• Congratulations to the Folsom Lake Surf U15 Boys team on capturing the Elite Clubs National 
League (ECNL) Regional League National Championship in Richmond, Virginia. The team 
secured a 1-0 victory over Hustonians FC in the championship match, outscored opponents 
12-0 throughout the national tournament, and finished the season with an outstanding 18-0-1 
record. We congratulate the players, coaches, and families on this remarkable achievement 
and for representing Folsom with excellence on the national stage. 

• I would like to thank the Parks & Recreation Commission for their continued partnership and 
support during the recent grand re-opening celebrations for the Cummings Family Bike Park 
and Castle Park. These transformational projects were made possible through the 
collaboration of dedicated staff, community partners, volunteers, donors, and residents. 
Together, we continue to demonstrate the power of partnership in creating exceptional parks 
and recreational opportunities that will serve our community for generations to come. 
 

Upcoming Special Events  
Family Movie Night 
Surf’s Up  
Date: August 1, 2025 
Time: 8:30 p.m.  
Location: Steve Miklos Aquatic Center 
 
National Honeybee Day 
Guests can enjoy a variety of bee-themed activities and learn about the importance of 
pollinators through educational displays and live bee demonstrations. (Safely enclosed, of 
course!) Don’t forget to stop by our honey tasting tables and pick up a jar of delicious honey 
harvested right here at the zoo. Last year’s batch sold out quickly! Regular zoo admission 
rates apply 
Date: August 15, 2026 
Time: 9:00 a.m. To 1:00 p.m. 
Location: Zoo Sanctuary 
 
 

Parks & Recreation Commissioners, please RSVP to Erin Strawn, Administrative Assistant, 
estrawn@folsom.ca.us if you are attending these events. 
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