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|:| Bona Fide Association of Citizens (see Elections Code 9166, 9287, 9503)
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Argument in Favor of Measure |
Vote YES on Measure | to improve accountability for legal advice to the City of Folsom.

Measure | updates the City Charter so the City Council, rather than the City Manager,
appoints and directs the City Attorney. The City Attorney is Folsom’s chief legal officer,
advising the City Council, individual Councilmembers, the City Manager, and department
heads; representing the City in legal proceedings; reviewing contracts; and preparing
ordinances and legal documents.

Folsom is a clear outlier. City councils appoint the city attorney in 469 of California’s 482
incorporated cities. In ten charter cities, voters elect the city attorney directly. Only Folsom
and Shafter currently give this appointment authority to the city manager. Measure | would
bring Folsom in line with standard practice for independent legal advice in California.

The City Councilis elected by and directly accountable to Folsom voters. The City Attorney
serves the City as a whole, and accountability should rest with the elected officials who
represent the public, not with an appointed administrator.

Measure | includes important safeguards. The City Attorney must be a member of the
California State Bar, must be selected solely on administrative qualifications, and is
entitled to a public hearing following published notice before any vote to remove or
suspend the City Attorney.

Measure | does not impose a tax, create a new department, or expand the City’s legal
authority. It simply clarifies responsibility for appointing and directing the City’s chief legal
officer.

The proposal followed five public Charter Review Committee meetings and two public
hearings before the City Council. Voters now have the final say.

The Folsom City Council urges you to Vote YES on Measure | for clear responsibility,
transparent oversight, and public accountability to Folsom residents.
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