
 

 

CITY OF FOLSOM 

City Attorney’s Impartial Analysis of Measure J 

 

The Folsom City Council appoints residents to serve on commissions to guide important 

decisions affecting the community.  These bodies hold public meetings where specific 

community issues are reviewed in detail.  The appointed commissioners receive reports from 

City staff, presentations from those seeking permits or other City approvals, and public 

comments from members of the community.      

There are currently six City commissions, including the Arts and Culture Commission, 

the Historic District Commission, the Library Commission, the Parks and Recreation 

Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Utility Commission.       

The City Charter gives the City Council authority to set the powers and duties of the 

Planning Commission, the Parks and Recreation Commission, and other boards and commissions 

created by the Council.   

Separately, the City Charter says that boards and commissions “only shall be advisory to 

the Council”.  Advisory bodies make recommendations and advise the City Council but cannot 

make binding decisions.    

On July 14, 2026, the City Council voted to place Measure J on the November ballot.  If 

approved by a majority of Folsom voters (50% + 1), Measure J would amend the City Charter to 

remove the requirement that boards and commissions “only shall be advisory to the Council” to 

confirm that the City Council may grant decision-making authority to these appointed bodies by 

ordinance.  

Measure J would not require the City Council to grant decision-making authority to any 

board or commission.  It would give the City Council discretion to grant individual boards or 

commissions decision-making authority. This authority could be broad or limited to specific 

circumstances, as determined by the Council.  The City Council could also remove this authority 

to make a board or commission only advisory.       

Measure J does not affect appeal rights.  Any decision made by a City commission can be 

appealed to the City Council.   

The commission most likely to be affected by Measure J is the Historic District 

Commission.  This commission reviews development proposals in Folsom’s Historic District to 

help preserve and enhance its historic atmosphere and to ensure that new development is 

consistent with the historical character of the district.  The City Council currently makes all 

binding decisions affecting development in the Historic District.  If Measure J passes and the 

commission has decision-making authority, certain projects in the Historic District may proceed 

more quickly because separate City Council approval will not be required.         

A “yes” vote on Measure J will authorize a Charter amendment to allow the City Council 

to grant decision-making authority to City boards and commissions. 

 



 

 

A “no” vote on Measure J will not authorize a Charter amendment to allow the City 

Council to grant decision-making authority to City boards and commissions.  These bodies 

would remain advisory to the Council.  

 

The above statement is an impartial analysis of Measure J.  If you desire a copy of the 

Measure, please call the City Clerk’s Office at (916) 461-6035 and a copy will be mailed at 

no cost to you.   

 

 

/s/ Sari Myers Dierking 

City Attorney  

 

 

        


